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FEATURED SELECTION
MAHOGANY

JENNIFER L. ANDERSON

A look at the intense popularity of mahogany in mid-eighteenth century America and its devastating
consequences, from excessive logging, increased slavery, and international conflicts.

398 p., ill.

ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
ART DECO

NORBERT WOLF

Wolf offers an astonishing look at the origins and history of Art Deco, tracing the movement from its birth in
Europe to its arrival in America with captivating illustrations glossing the pages of this lavish monolith of a book.
(This oversized book does not circulate by mail)
286 p., ill.

CAPE COD MODERN

PETER MCMAHON AND CHRISTINE CIPRIANI

With over 200 photographs, Cape Cod Modern presents a brilliantly graphic look at the changing architectural
culture in Cape Cod’s recent landscape.
271 p., ill.

VIVIAN MAIER: OUT OF THE SHADOWS

RICHARD CAHAN, MICHAEL WILLIAMS

Since the discovery of Vivian Maier’s collection of photographs from the mid-twentieth century, the world has
taken her up with intense curiosity and undeniable admiration. Cahan and Williams attempt to reveal the
mysterious past of this artist, unheralded in her own day, in this gorgeous photo collection.
285 p., ill.

BIOGRAPHY
AMBITION AND DESIRE

KATE WILLIAMS

The spellbinding story of Josephine Bonaparte, wife of Napoleon, whose political ambition after narrowly
surviving the Reign of Terror helped her and Napoleon in their quest to conquer all of Europe.
384 p., ill.

DIVORCE AFTER DEATH: A WIDOW’S MEMOIR

CONCHA ALBORG

Alborg writes of a personal journey to find happiness and acceptance after her husband’s demise, telling her
story of coping with marriage, death, and widowhood. (Gift of the author)
174 p.

THE MARQUIS

LAURA AURICCHIO

A rich biography of Marquis de Lafayette, the nineteen year old French orphan who abandoned his home to
fight for George Washington in pursuit of liberty and justice, but faced difficulties living up to his countrymen’s
expectations of him after he returned to France.
409 p., ill.

TENNESSEE WILLIAMS

JOHN LAHR

From the former New Yorker drama critic, John Lahr, this massively detailed biography illuminates the life and
creations of playwright Tennessee Williams with elaborate and intimate depth. Nominated for National Book
Award for nonfiction.
765 p., ill.

HISTORY & POLITICS
THIRTEEN SOLDIERS

JOHN MCCAIN AND MARK SALTER

Senator John McCain with author and friend Mark Salter have produced an intimate look at America’s military
history, telling the nation’s story in captivating accounts from thirteen unique soldiers, spanning from the
American Revolution to today’s latest conflicts.
364 p., ill.

MAHOGANY

JENNIFER L. ANDERSON

A look at the intense popularity of mahogany in mid-eighteenth century America and its devastating
consequences, from excessive logging, increased slavery, and international conflicts.

POLITICAL ORDER AND POLITICAL DECAY

398 p., ill.

FRANCIS FUKUYAMA

Closely examining societies’ formation of political systems, Fukuyama pursues the effects of corrupt
governments, the impact of colonialism and the advantages some regions have over others.
658 p., ill.

A STORM OF WITCHCRAFT

EMERSON W. BAKER

Baker unravels the harrowing story of the Salem Witch Trials to reveal the reasons for 1692’s tragic events.
398 p., ill.

TO THE EDGE OF THE WORLD

CHRISTIAN WOLMAR

With vivid insight, Wolmar chronicles the difficult birth of the Trans-Siberian Railroad, and its turbulent history.
283 p., ill.

THE UNSUBSTANTIAL AIR

SAMUEL HYNES

Former WWII pilot and memoirist Samuel Hynes recounts the gripping story of American flyers during World
War I, from the process of becoming a pilot to their off-duty adventures overseas.
322 p., ill.

LOCAL INTEREST
THE BRANDYWINE: AN INTIMATE PORTRAIT

W. BARKSDALE MAYNARD

Maynard unearths the extensive history behind the Brandywine River of Pennsylvania and Delaware, unfolding
the story of the people who shaped the region’s culture, art, and spirit.
253 p., ill.

GRAVEYARDS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PA

ALLAN M. HELLER

Delve into the rich history of Montgomery County, one of the three original counties founded by William Penn,
by exploring its cemeteries and some of the people interred in them.
155 p., ill.

HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE IN PHILADELPHIA

JOSEPH MINARDI

Photographs and history of prominent architecture in East Falls, Manayunk, and Roxborough.

192 p., ill.

VANISHING PHILADELPHIA

J. P. WEBSTER

Webster explores the forgotten and decaying areas of Philadelphia, such as the Philadelphia Electric
Company’s generating stations, Frankford Arsenal, and Mount Moriah Cemetery.
165 p., ill.

MISCELLANEOUS
THE ORGANIZED MIND

DANIEL J. LEVITIN

Discussing recent discoveries in brain science, Levitin unveils the keys to mental organization in our current
age of overwhelming information.
496 p., ill.

AUDIOBOOKS
GRAY MOUNTAIN

JOHN GRISHAM

After losing her fast-paced job in a Wall Street law firm during the 2008 recession, Samantha Kofer accepts an
unpaid position as a lawyer in a small Appalachian mining town.
12 CDs, 15 hrs.

FICTION
10:04

BEN LERNER

Looking at life in twenty-first century New York City, 10:04 follows a protagonist who faces strife between his
career, health, and the possibility of fatherhood. (New York Times Book Review 100 Notable Books of 2014)
244 p

A BALM IN GILEAD

MARIE GREEN MCKEON

Ten years after she was horrifically assaulted in college, Quinn Carlisle is bewildered when a new murder case
rises with eerie similarities to the events of her attack.
304 p.

BETRAYED

LISA SCOTTOLINE

Judy Carrier, lawyer for Rosato & Associates, is called upon to lead a case that hits close to home. (This title
is also available to borrow as an ebook on the Athenaeum’s ebook site.)
343 p.

BLUE LABYRINTH

DOUGLAS J. PRESTON+

Special Agent Aloysius Pendergast finds an enemy dead at his front door. As he investigates, he finds himself
being pursued by a killer, and to add to his distress, he has to dig into his family’s dark past.
403 p.

THE BURNING ROOM

MICHAEL CONNELLY+

LAPD Detective Harry Bosch and his new young partner are faced with understanding the death of a man who
has recently died from a gunshot wound he received a decade earlier. (This title is also available to borrow
as an ebook on the Athenaeum’s ebook site.)
388 p.

CITY OF STAIRS

ROBERT JACKSON BENNETT

A spy is sent into a collapsing city to solve a murder and begins to uncover secrets about the divine beings that
once protected the city and now have only left remnants of their past miracles behind.
452 p.

THE ESCAPE

DAVID BALDACCI

The third installment of Baldacci’s bestselling crime novels featuring U.S. Army Special Agent John Puller, The
Escape is a riveting narrative following Puller’s newest and most difficult case yet: tracking down his own
brother, who managed to escape from a highly secure prison.
472 p.

FAMILY FURNISHINGS

ALICE MUNRO

In this collection of twenty-four short stories, Nobel Prize-winning author Alice Munro captures the essence of
all kinds of relationships between families, friends, and lovers, each story enriched with compelling characters
whose experiences are more than relatable to many of our own lives. (This title is also available to borrow
as an ebook on the Athenaeum’s ebook site)
620 p.

FLESH AND BLOOD

PATRICIA CORNWELL

On Dr. Kay Scarpetta’s birthday, she’s called in to investigate a serial murderer who leaves no discernable
evidence or any clues as to who will be targeted next. (This title is also available to borrow on the
Athenaeum’s ebook site)
369 p

THE FRACKING KING

JAMES BROWNING

A young boy attempts to use his position as Scrabble prodigy to talk to Pennsylvania’s governor about the
fracking practices that are putting his boarding school classmates in danger. (Gift of the publisher)
185 p.

LIFE DRAWING

ROBIN BLACK

Life Drawing follows Gus, a painter who leaves the city to live in the countryside with her husband Owen, but
finds that with their relocation, new relationships emerge and old emotions linger from Gus’s past. Black is a
past recipient of the Athenaeum Literary Award.
238 p.

A MAP OF BETRAYAL

HA JIN

When Lilian Shang’s parents die, she finds the diary her father left behind. Lilian learns of the secrets, real
duties, and tragic background of her beloved father, who was convicted decades earlier for being a Communist
spy within the CIA.
280 p.

NO COUNTRY

KALYAN RAY

Padraig and Brendan were inseparable growing up in rural Ireland in 1843. Many years pass and the friends
are separated, living on different continents, because of an awful mistake made by Padraig. Could these
friends’ paths converge one day?
553 p.

TRUTH BE TOLD

HANK PHILLIPPI RYAN+

Jane Ryland, a reporter in Boston, begins to investigate the shady dealings behind recent foreclosures.
Meanwhile, detective Jack Brogan is confused by a man who confesses to a twenty-year-old murder.
400 p.

DETECTIVES
THE CINDERELLA MURDER

MARY HIGGINS CLARK AND ALAFAIR BURKE

Her new TV show Under Suspicion is entrancing audiences and already finding massive success with the
airing of the pilot, and Laurie Moran is ecstatic and eager to find new cold cases for the reality drama. Moran is
certain she’s discovered the next subject for the show when she learns of a beautiful UCLA student’s puzzling
murder, and embarks on the quest to unearth the truth behind this so-called Cinderella’s death.
303 p.

DEATH IN THE DOLOMITES

DAVID P. WAGNER

Prepared for a relaxing week in the Italian Alps, Rick Montoya finds himself caught up in the chaos of a murder
investigation.
229 p.

THE FINAL SILENCE

STUART NEVILLE

Rea Carlisle inherits a house in Belfast, Northern Ireland, from her uncle, and it contains disturbing secrets
which might have some connection to a case Jack Lennon is investigating.
342 p.

THE HANDSOME MAN’S DE LUXE CAFÉ

ALEXANDER MCCALL SMITH

In the newest No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency novel, the women of the team are challenged with an apparent
amnesia victim, running a new restaurant, and major changes coming to the neighborhood.
227 p.

I SEE YOU

PATRICIA MACDONALD

The Wickes family is living comfortably under assumed identities in West Philadelphia until a sudden tragedy
threatens their identities.
234 p.

IN THE COMPANY OF SHERLOCK HOLMES

ED. BY

LAURIE R. KING AND LESLIE S. KLINGER

King and Klinger deliver a series of short stories inspired Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s classic tales of Sherlock
Holmes in this anthology of contemporary authors’ takes on the subject.
262 p.

THE LAWS OF MURDER

CHARLES FINCH

Set in the shadowy streets of 1876 London, Finch’s new mystery tells the story of Charles Lenox, who has
given up his seat in Parliament that he’s held for six years to return to his passion and greatest talent: private
investigation, but who questions whether he still has the skills he once possessed.
290 p.

THE LAZARUS CURSE

TESSA HARRIS

In 1780s London, Dr. Thomas Silkstone is trying to find clues about the disappearance of a botanist who
supposedly has discovered a potion to resurrect the dead.
338 p.

MURDER IN THE MYSTERY SUITE

ELLERY ADAMS

Jane decides to hold a Murder and Mayhem Week at her Virginia resort. Felix Hampden, winner of the
scavenger hunt, is found dead, and his valuable prize is missing, leaving Jane with a real mystery on her
hands. (Gift of Lois Reibach)
292 p.

SHADOWS ON A MAINE CHRISTMAS

LEA WAIT

As the holiday season approaches, antique dealer Maggie Summer finds herself anxious about her
relationship as well as her future. Once Christmas arrives, secrets come out of their shadows as Maggie is
suddenly immersed in a mystery of blackmail and murder.
217 p.
+ McNAUGHTON RENTAL

HOW TO USE THE MAIL SERVICE OF THE CIRCULATION LIBRARY
For those members who wish to receive books by mail, please follow these directions.
When you have selected the books that you would like to receive, you may let us know
your selections by email or telephone:

Email: jilly@philaathenaeum.org.
Telephone: (215) 925-2688
Alternately, you may print out this list, check the items that you would like and send it by
mail or fax:
Fax: (215) 925-3755
Mail: Jill LeMin Lee
Circulation Librarian
Athenaeum of Philadelphia
219 S. Sixth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Indicate how many books you wish to receive at a time, up to three, and the interval at
which you would like to receive them. A reserve list will then be established for you.
Please understand that some of the books are very popular and there may be a wait. You
will receive your books in a padded mailer. Please open the bag carefully so that it can be
reused. There will be a return mailing label in the book pocket in the back of the books.
The loan period is three weeks. When you are ready to return them, place them in the
mailer, cover the mailing label on the bag with the return label, seal the bag with staples or
heavy tape and put on the same amount of postage. Take the bag to the post office and
tell the clerk that the bag is to be mailed "library rate." We invite all stockholders to take
advantage of this wonderful service, if you do not already do so.
Picking up Books at the Library
Stockholders are always welcome to pick up their books at the library. If you wish to be
notified when a book is waiting, please let us know, and provide us with an email address
(or alternately, a telephone number where there is an answering machine), and we can
alert you when a book is waiting for you. If you are pressed for time, you may request that
a book be left for you at the front desk.
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