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FEATURED SELECTIONS 

 
IN PARADISE PETER MATTHIESSEN + 

In this novel, Clements Olin, an American Gentile academic, joins a 1996 gathering at a former death camp in 
order to research the strange suicide of a Holocaust survivor, and must confront his detached, observer’s 
relationship with the Holocaust. 246 p. 
 

THE LONG SHADOW DAVID REYNOLDS 
As the world commemorates the 100th anniversary of the start of World War I, the author offers a thorough 
assessment of The Great War and its lasting impact on American life. 514 p., ill. 
 
 

  
ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN 

 
 

BIBLIOCRAFT JESSICA PIGZA 
Exciting and colorful ideas for finding inspiration for art and other crafty projects at your local library. 207 p., ill. 
 

THE HOUSE WITH SIXTEEN HANDMADE DOORS HENRY PETROSKI 
When the author and his wife moved into their new home in coastal Maine, they noticed its unusual 
construction and embarked on an architectural investigation to uncover the story behind it. 297 p., ill. 
 

LOST WASHINGTON, D.C. PAUL KELSEY WILLIAMS 
A photographic tour of buildings no longer standing in Washington, D.C. 142 p., ill. 
 

NEW YORK TRANSFORMED PETER PENNOYER AND ANNE WALKER 
The architecture of brothers John and Eliot Cross, which had a lasting influence on the character of New York 
City in the 1920s and 1930s. 240 p., ill. 
 

THE SHADY LADY’S GUIDE TO NORTHEAST SHADE GARDENING AMY ZIFFER 
A knowledgeable account of simple and accurate methods on shade gardening.  221 p., ill. 
 

VIRGINIA WOOLF’S GARDEN CAROLINE ZOOB 
A beautiful account filled with many photographs that showcase Leonard and Virginia Woolf’s home, Monk’s 
House in Sussex, focusing on the garden.  192 p., ill. 
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BIOGRAPHY 
 

JAMES AND DOLLEY MADISON BRUCE CHADWICK 
A look into the lives of the former president and first lady, America’s first power couple. 450 p., ill. 
 

A LENAPE AMONG THE QUAKERS DAWN G. MARSH 
The life of a Lenape woman, Hannah Freeman, during European colonialism. 
 213 p., ill. 
 

 
TRAVEL 

 
SECRET FLORENCE 349 p., ill. 

 
SECRET PARIS 383 p., ill.  

 
 

LOCAL 
 

CITY ABANDONED VINCENT D. FELDMAN 
A photographic documentation of buildings around Philadelphia – some neglected, some restored, some 
whose fates are undecided – that contribute to our city’s character and history. 147 p., ill. 
 
 
 

HISTORY & POLITICS 
 
 

 
CAPITAL IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY THOMAS PIKETTY 

Thomas Piketty examines data from twenty different countries and uncovers economic and social patterns that 
could change our future thoughts on wealth and inequality. 685 p. 
 

CENSORING QUEEN VICTORIA YVONNE M. WARD 
Upon Queen Victoria’s death, two men, Viscount Esher and Arthur Benson, were tasked with editing the 
monarch’s extensive correspondence and thus determining her legacy and popular perception.  
 208 p. 
 

THE FRECKLETON, ENGLAND, AIR DISASTER JAMES R. HEDTKE 
The chilling account of an American B-24 Liberator that crashed into a small English village in 1944, killing 38 
preschoolers and 23 adults.  203 p., ill. 
 

THE GOLDEN MOMENTS OF PARIS JOHN BAXTER 
Tales of Paris during the 1920s, including four walking tours of areas in which the stories take place. 272 p., ill. 
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HOUSE OF OUTRAGEOUS FORTUNE MICHAEL GROSS 
The story behind Fifteen Central Park West, one of the world’s most powerful addresses: its construction, its 
features, and its famous and wealthy tenants. 394 p., ill. 
 

HOTEL FLORIDA AMANDA VAILL 
An account of six people, including Ernest Hemingway, who travel to Madrid in the midst of the Spanish Civil 
War, for diverse but heartfelt reasons. 436 p., ill. 
 

THE LONG SHADOW DAVID REYNOLDS 
A thorough assessment of WWI and its lasting impact on American life. 514 p., ill. 
 

THE POPE AND MUSSOLINI DAVID I. KERTZER 
The hidden alliance between Mussolini and Pope Pius XI and the rise of Italian fascism and Nazism. 549 p., ill. 
 

SEVEN ELEMENTS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD JOHN BROWNE 
The story of how iron, carbon, gold, silver, uranium, titanium, and silicon have shaped our history and the world 
around us, both for better and for worse. 279 p., ill. 
 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 
BUT ENOUGH ABOUT YOU CHRISTOPHER BUCKLEY 

A collection of the author’s essays written over the past two decades. 450 p. 
 

THE CYCLE MICHAEL M. KAISER 
Kaiser looks at how institutional marketing helps sustain healthy arts organizations. 185p. 

 
DVDS 

 
THE BLETCHLEY CIRCLE   

The four original women are back in season two and this time they have two new thrilling cases to solve. 
 2 discs, 3.0 hrs.  
 

THE MONUMENTS MEN  
Based on a true story, a platoon is sent into Germany to recover stolen art from Nazi thieves and return it back 
to its original owners.  1 disc, 1.9 hrs. 
 

THE STORY OF THE JEWS  
A five part series, presented by Simon Schama that tells the story of Jews both past and present. 
  2 discs, 4.9 hrs. 
 

 
 

FICTION 
 
ALL THE LIGHT WE CANNOT SEE ANTHONY DOERR 

A blind girl who flees Nazi-occupied Paris with a valuable and dangerous jewel crosses paths with a young 
German orphan whose engineering skills get him involved with the Hitler Youth. 530 p. 
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AND THE DARK SACRED NIGHT JULIA GLASS+ 

In an emotional tale that brings together new and old characters, an unemployed art historian reconnects with 
his mother’s ex-husband while searching for his biological father.  379 p. 
 

THE CORSICAN CAPER PETER MAYLE 
Sam Levitt eats and investigates his way through southern France as he attempts to save his friend’s coastal 
estate from a Russian tycoon who will stop at nothing to possess it. From the author of A Year in Provence.  
    162 p. 
 

A DARK AND TWISTED TIDE SHARON BOLTON 
Lacey Flint lives among the riverboat community on the Thames in London. While swimming in the river she 
uncovers the body of a young woman. It seems that the body may have been deliberately positioned to be 
found by Lacey, forcing her into an investigation. 444 p. 
 

DELICIOUS! RUTH REICHL 
Billie Breslin moves across the country and away from her family in order to take a job at Delicious!, a food 
magazine based in New York. Soon after, the magazine shuts down, but she stays behind tying up loose ends 
and discovers a collection of letters written during WWII to James Beard that inspires her. 380 p. 
 

THE FORBIDDEN F.R. TALLIS 
After a nineteenth century doctor sees a mysterious ritual involving a supposedly deceased child, he becomes 
involved in researching the use of electricity to resurrect the dead. But when he tries to use it on himself, things 
take a supernatural turn. 378 p. 
 

THE GIRL WHO SAVED THE KING OF SWEDEN JONAS JONASSON 
In this powerful but charming tale, a 15 year old girl runs away from her South African home with millions of 
stolen diamonds and accidentally becomes involved in a plot to bring down the Swedish monarchy. 387 p. 
 

IN PARADISE PETER MATTHIESSEN + 
Clements Olin, an American Gentile academic, joins a 1996 gathering at a former death camp in order to 
research the strange suicide of a Holocaust survivor, and must confront his detached, observer’s relationship 
with the Holocaust. 246 p. 
 

JACK OF SPIES DAVID DOWNING 
On the brink of WWI, a Scottish car salesman who moonlights collecting intelligence for the British military gets 
caught between his job and his romantic attachment to an American journalist who may be involved in the Irish 
Republican movement. 338 p. 
 

THE LINCOLN MYTH STEVE BERRY+ 
Cotton Malone, a retiree from the Justice Department, must leave his peaceful job of selling books in Denmark 
and return to a life that he tried so hard to leave behind. Malone travels across borders to save the United 
States of America and uncover secrets that lead back to the Founding Fathers. 429 p. 
 

PRECIOUS THING COLETTE MCBETH 
Friends since high school, shy Rachel has found success in journalism while popular Clara’s life has not lived 
up to expectations. However, Rachel receives a shock when her next news assignment is a missing woman, 
who turns out to be Clara. 290 p. 
 

PROBLEMS WITH PEOPLE DAVID GUTERSON+ 
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A collection of ten stories recounting daily lives and significant life changing events of different individuals both 
young and old across varying geographies. By the author of Snow Falling on Cedars. 163 p. 
 

THE SNOW QUEEN MICHAEL CUNNINGHAM 
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for his novel The Hours, Cunningham follows four characters in New York as they 
each take different paths seeking transcendence. 258 p. 
 

THE SON JO NESBØ 
In this stand-alone drama, an innocent but imprisoned drug addict breaks out of Oslo’s circle of corruption, 
which keeps him high and jailed, when he learns a terrible secret. 402 p. 
 

SUMMER HOUSE WITH SWIMMING POOL HERMAN KOCH 
When a famous actor dies after a botched medical procedure, Dr. Marc Schlosser must come up with answers 
before his career is ruined. However, Ralph’s death may be connected to a tragedy that occurred the previous 
summer.  387 p. 
 

THE TEN THOUSAND THINGS JOHN SPURLING 
Near the end of the Yuan Dynasty Wang Meng toils as a low-level bureaucrat, but as an artist manages to 
bring incredible beauty to his paintings. 354 p. 
 

TO RISE AGAIN AT A DECENT HOUR JOSHUA FERRIS 
Paul O’Rourke is dissatisfied with his life in New York as a dentist. He finds that a fake online account has been 
created in his name. Shock changes to interest as he realizes the likeable traits of his fictitious life. 337 p. 
 
 

DETECTIVES 
 

 
DEATH AT THE DOOR CAROLYN HART + 

Mystery bookstore owner Annie Darling helps investigate two potentially related deaths. 264 p. 
 

THE DEVIL’S WORKSHOP ALEX GRECIAN + 
In 1890s London, Scotland Yard’s Murder Squad must hunt down four escaped killers. 386 p. 
 

THE FARM TOM ROB SMITH+ 
Set in rural Sweden and London, the story follows Daniel's attempt to determine if his mother Tilde is insane or 
the victim of a conspiracy that may be involved in the disappearance of a young woman. 352 p. 
 

INVISIBLE CITY JULIA DAHL + 
Rebekah Roberts was abandoned as a baby by her mother, who returned to her Hasidic community in 
Brooklyn. Now a reporter in New York City, Rebekah is assigned to cover the story of a murdered Hasidic 
woman, and delves into the secrets of the community. 298 p. 
 

MURDER AND MENDELSSOHN KERRY GREENWOOD 
Miss Phryne Fisher is back and this time has been called upon by Inspector Jack Robinson to help solve the 
murder of an orchestra conductor who was not well liked by those around him. 325 p. 
 

MURDER AT HONEYCHURCH HALL HANNAH DENNISON 
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When Kat Stanford’s widowed mother impulsively buys a house at Honeychurch Hall, she encounters a cast of 
eccentric but suspicious neighbors, as well as secrets about her mother, a missing nanny and a murdered 
housekeeper.  291 p. 
 

MURDER AT MULLINGS DOROTHY CANNELL 
Mullings, the home of the Stodmarsh family, experiences its first scandal in 1932 when Lord Stodmarsh’s new 
second wife insists on bringing a hermit to live on the estate, who arouses suspicion after a sudden and 
unexpected death. 247 p. 
 

MURDER IN MURRAY HILL VICTORIA THOMPSON 
In nineteenth-century New York City, midwife Sarah Brandt and Detective Sergeant Frank Malloy investigate a 
grifter who targets single women through lonely hearts ads. 296 p. 
 

SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE MYSTERY OF EINSTEIN’S DAUGHTER TIM SYMONDS 
Holmes and Watson travel to Siberia in search of any clues about Einstein’s mysterious child. (Gift of the 
Author) 206 p. 
 

UNDER A SILENT MOON ELIZABETH HAYNES + 
Written by a real-life police intelligence analyst, this new British detective series weaves together fictional 
primary source materials to find a shocking link between a suspected murder and a suicide. 359 p. 
  
 
 

+ McNAUGHTON RENTAL 

 

HOW TO USE THE MAIL SERVICE OF THE CIRCULATION LIBRARY 
 
For those members who wish to receive books by mail, please follow these directions.  
When you have selected the books that you would like to receive, you may let us know 
your selections by email or telephone: 
 
Email: jilly@philaathenaeum.org.  
Telephone: (215) 925-2688 
 
Alternately, you may print out this list, check the items that you would like and send it by 
mail or fax: 
 
Fax: (215) 925-3755 
Mail:  Jill LeMin Lee 
 Circulation Librarian 
 Athenaeum of Philadelphia 
 219 S. Sixth Street 
 Philadelphia, PA 19106 
 
 
Indicate how many books you wish to receive at a time, up to three, and the interval at 
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which you would like to receive them.  A reserve list will then be established for you. 
Please understand that some of the books are very popular and there may be a wait.  You 
will receive your books in a padded mailer.  Please open the bag carefully so that it can be 
reused.  There will be a return mailing label in the book pocket in the back of the books.  
The loan period is three weeks.  When you are ready to return them, place them in the 
mailer, cover the mailing label on the bag with the return label, seal the bag with staples or 
heavy tape and put on the same amount of postage.  Take the bag to the post office and 
tell the clerk that the bag is to be mailed "library rate."  We invite all stockholders to take 
advantage of this wonderful service, if you do not already do so.   
 

Picking up Books at the Library 
 
Stockholders are always welcome to pick up their books at the library.  If you wish to be 
notified when a book is waiting, please let us know, and provide us with an email address 
(or alternately, a telephone number where there is an answering machine), and we can 
alert you when a book is waiting for you.   If you are pressed for time, you may request that 
a book be left for you at the front desk. 
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