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FEATURED SELECTIONS
TOMASZ ANIŚKO

VICTORIA THE SEDUCTRESS

The social history of Victoria, the water lily, from its discovery in 1837 to its arrival and flourishing in
Philadelphia. (Gift of the Publisher)

467 p., ill.

ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
THE CHESAPEAKE HOUSE

ED. BY

CARY CARSON & CARL R. LOUNSBURY

An architectural investigation of domestic architecture of the Chesapeake region, based on more than thirty
years of research by Colonial Williamsburg.
471 p., ill.

GILDED NEW YORK

ED. BY

DONALD ALBRECHT AND JEANNINE FALINO

A look at glamour in New York City in the late nineteenth century, in fashion, jewelry, and interior design.
216 p., ill.

THE NATURE OF URBAN DESIGN

ALEXANDROS WASHBURN

An examination of sustainable urban design that is both effective and beautiful, drawing on real-life examples
from New York and elsewhere, by the Chief Urban Designer at the New York City Department of City Planning.
238 p., ill.

BIOGRAPHY
AMERICAN SAINT
The life of Elizabeth Seton, saint of the Roman Catholic Church.

DEAR ABIGAIL
The relationship between Abigail Adams and her two sisters.

ELIOT NESS
The rise and fall of the legendary Prohibition agent.

EXODUS

JOAN BARTHEL+
293 p., ill.

DIANE JACOBS
499 p., ill.

DOUGLAS PERRY+
335 p., ill.

DEBORAH FELDMAN

The author of the bestseller Unorthodox chronicles her journey of self-discovery after leaving her insular
Hasidic Jewish community.
289 p.

THE GARDENER OF VERSAILLES
A captivating memoir of Versailles by its gardener-in-chief.

ALAIN BARATON
290 p.

OUTRAGEOUS FORTUNE

ANTHONY RUSSELL

The author writes about growing up in spectacular Leeds Castle, with a childhood of privilege that kept him
isolated from, and ill-prepared for, the world outside.
306 p., ill.

UNDER MAGNOLIA

FRANCES MAYES+

The author, best known for Under the Tuscan Sun, reflects on her early, formative years in Fitzgerald, Georgia.
293 p., ill.

HISTORY & POLITICS
DARK INVASION

HOWARD BLUM

Germany’s World War I era effort to create a terrorist cell in America.

THE SCARLET SISTERS

474 p., ill.

MYRA MACPHERSON+

A look at sisters Victoria Woodhull and Tennessee “Tennie” Claflin, who were fodder for New York gossip in
the Gilded Age. Among their noteworthy achievements, they became the first women to open a brokerage firm
in 1870.
401 p., ill.

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

JOHN LUKACS

A look at two world wars, a cold war, and other events of the last century.

TWILIGHT OF THE BELLE EPOQUE

230 p.

MARY MCAULIFFE

The Paris of Picasso, Stravinsky, Proust, Renault, Marie Curie, Gertrude Stein, Isadora Duncan and others
from 1900 through World War I.
417 p., ill.

TOMASZ ANIŚKO

VICTORIA THE SEDUCTRESS

The history of Victoria, a giant water lily, from its discovery in 1837 to its arrival and flourishing in Philadelphia.
Written by the curator of plants at Longwood Gardens. (Gift of the Publisher, Does not circulate by mail)
467 p., ill.

THE VIKINGS

NEIL OLIVER

Archaeologist Neil Oliver works to uncover the real history of the Vikings, beyond others’ violent stereotypes.
284 p., ill.

MISCELLANEOUS
BLOOD WILL OUT

WALTER KIRN+

The true story of the murderer and kidnapper who masqueraded as “Clark Rockefeller” for years, fooling many
people along the way, including the author.
253 p.

THE DEATH OF IVAN ILYCH AND CONFESSION

LEO TOLSTOY

Celebrated translator Peter Carson brings his talent to these rarely combined works, Tolstoy’s memoir
Confession and the novella that complements it.

224 p.

THE GEOGRAPHY OF MEMORY

JEANNE MURRAY WALKER

An account of Walker’s personal journey of caring for her mother through Alzheimer’s.

THE SIXTH EXTINCTION

360 p.

ELIZABETH KOLBERT

A look into how humans are altering life on Earth and how this could cause extinction of species.

319 p., ill.

TRAVEL
AUSTRALIA (DK EYEWITNESS TRAVEL)

588 p., ill.

FRANCE (DK EYEWITNESS TRAVEL)

672 p., ill.

NEW YORK AND THE MID-ATLANTIC’S BEST TRIPS (LONELY PLANET)

350 p., ill.

SCOTLAND (DK EYEWITNESS TRAVEL)

232 p., ill.

TOP 10 SAN FRANCISCO (DK EYEWITNESS TRAVEL)

160 p., ill.

WALKING BARCELONA (NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC)

192 p., ill.

DVDS
BOARDWALK EMPIRE
HBO television drama series that explores the life of Nucky Thompson, both politician and gangster in Atlantic
City during the Prohibition Era.
Season 1
Season 2
Season 3

5 discs, approx.12.2. hrs.
5 discs, approx.12 hrs.
5 discs, approx.11.2 hrs.

AUDIOBOOKS
THE BLACK-EYED BLONDE

BENJAMIN BLACK

A new client enters into Philip Marlowe’s 1950s Bay City, California office, which sends the detective on a case
involving some of the city’s wealthiest citizens.
7 CDs, 8 Hrs.

POETRY
EACH CHARTERED STREET
A look at life in Philadelphia through a collection of poetry. (Gift of the Publisher)

SEBASTIAN AGUDELO
83 p.

FICTION
THE ACCIDENT

CHRIS PAVONE+

An author seeks to reveal some of the unsavory actions of the CIA. Things begin to take a dangerous turn for
the worse, in both Europe and America, as the book approaches publication time.
385 p., ill.

THE ANATOMY LESSON

NINA SIEGAL+

Inspired by one of Rembrandt’s early works, the story follows several characters in Amsterdam in 1632. 271 p.

BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU WISH FOR

JEFFREY ARCHER

This tale includes many different yet connected plot lines that swirl around the Clifton and Barrington families.
The fourth entry in The Clifton Chronicles.
387 p.

THE BLAZING WORLD

SIRI HUSTVEDT

A powerful tale about a female artist who only finds fame after she begins to present her work under male
pseudonyms.
357 p.

A BURNABLE BOOK

BRUCE HOLSINGER

In London in1385, rumors begin to spread about a book predicting the assassination of King Richard II. 444 p.

THE CAIRO AFFAIR

OLEN STEINHAUER+

Soon after Sophie Kohl confesses to her diplomat husband that she cheated on him while in Cairo, he is
murdered. The rippling effects from this assassination are felt around the world.
408 p.

CAMBRIDGE

SUSANNA KAYSEN

Susanna’s home in Cambridge, Massachusetts is where her heart is. She longs to live there, rather than where
her father’s work takes them, but she eventually begins to cope. From the author of Girl, Interrupted.
258 p.

FROG MUSIC

EMMA DONOGHUE+

Bestselling author Emma Donoghue has taken inspiration for her newest novel from a real-life nineteenthcentury cold case. In 1870s San Francisco, Blanche, a French burlesque dancer, sets out to find the person
who murdered her friend Jenny, a lively character who hunted frogs.
403 p.

THE GOOD LUCK OF RIGHT NOW

MATTHEW QUICK

Bartholomew Neil’s mother dies, and he does not know what to do with himself. He discovers a letter from
Richard Gere in his mother’s house, and goes on a search to find their connection. From the author of The
Silver Linings Playbook.
284 p.

THE LIE

HELEN DUNMORE

A young man in 1920s Cornwall has survived World War I, but the consequences of a lie may impact his life.
(Anonymous gift)
292 p.

LOVE AND TREASURE

AYELET WALDMAN+

In this novel inspired by the real-life Hungarian Gold Train, American soldier Jack Wiseman is assigned to
guard a large amount of treasure captured during World War II. Decades later, he gives a necklace to his
granddaughter, who looks into its history while trying to figure out her own life.
334 p.

MONUMENT ROAD

CHARLIE QUIMBY

After deciding he wants to accompany his late wife’s ashes off a cliff at her favorite outlook, nostalgic memories
and unexpected company shows Leonard Self his life in a new light.
365 p.

THE STORIED LIFE OF A.J. FIKRY

GABRIELLE ZEVIN+

When bookstore owner A.J. Fikry’s life seems to be on a downward spiral, a mysterious package gives him a
chance to start over.
260 p.

DETECTIVES
THE BLACK-EYED BLONDE

BENJAMIN BLACK

Benjamin Black brings Raymond Chandler’s iconic detective back. A new client enters into Philip Marlowe’s
1950s Bay City, California office, which sends the detective on a case involving some of the city’s wealthiest
citizens.
290 p.

BY ITS COVER

DONNA LEON+

Commissario Guido Brunetti is called upon to investigate the theft of a Venetian library’s rare books. He finds
that the suspect is not who he said he was, making things more difficult. Things take a turn for the worst when
a murder is uncovered.
237 p.

DEATH ON BLACKHEATH

ANNE PERRY+

Thomas Pitt is sent to investigate two incidents that may be connected to an important scientist.

DEATH IN SARDINIA

302 p.

MARCO VICHI

In Florence, in the year 1965, Inspector Bordelli is faced with a tough case, seeking justice when he has little
sympathy for the victim.
454 p.

DESTROYER ANGEL

NEVADA BARR+

On a retreat with her paraplegic friend, Anna Pigeon decides to spend some time alone. Upon returning to their
campsite, she hears noises and discovers her friends have been carried off. She has only two days before the
worst case scenario plays out.
342 p.

I’VE GOT YOU UNDER MY SKIN

MARY HIGGINS CLARK+

Laurie Moran is producing a true-crime television show that will look at cold cases, beginning with the highprofile murder of a socialite, while her husband’s killer remains on the loose.
303 p.

MISSING YOU

HARLAN COBEN

Work gets personal when an opportunity to reconcile with her ex fiancé through an Internet dating site leads
NYPD detective Kat Donovan to a homicidal conspiracy.
399 p.

MURDER AT THE BREAKERS

ALYSSA MAXWELL

In 1895 reporter Emma Cross is invited to a party thrown by the Vanderbilts. A body is discovered, bringing the
party to a halt. Emma’s brother is arrested, but was he framed?
296 p.

THE OUTCAST DEAD

ELLY GRIFFITHS+

Forensic archaeologist Ruth Galloway discovers the corpse of Mother Hook, a Victorian serial killer, while DCI
Harry Nelson investigates the disappearances of two children that may be connected to three other child
murders.
371 p.

WHY KINGS CONFESS

C.S. HARRIS

In Regency England, Sebastian St. Cyr must investigate an attack on a woman he recognizes from his past
and the murder of a Napoleonic spy.
340 p.

+ McNAUGHTON RENTAL

HOW TO USE THE MAIL SERVICE OF THE CIRCULATION LIBRARY
For those members who wish to receive books by mail, please follow these directions.
When you have selected the books that you would like to receive, you may let us know
your selections by email or telephone:
Email: jilly@philaathenaeum.org.
Telephone: (215) 925-2688
Alternately, you may print out this list, check the items that you would like and send it by
mail or fax:
Fax: (215) 925-3755
Mail: Jill LeMin Lee
Circulation Librarian
Athenaeum of Philadelphia
219 S. Sixth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Indicate how many books you wish to receive at a time, up to three, and the interval at
which you would like to receive them. A reserve list will then be established for you.
Please understand that some of the books are very popular and there may be a wait. You
will receive your books in a padded mailer. Please open the bag carefully so that it can be
reused. There will be a return mailing label in the book pocket in the back of the books.
The loan period is three weeks. When you are ready to return them, place them in the
mailer, cover the mailing label on the bag with the return label, seal the bag with staples or
heavy tape and put on the same amount of postage. Take the bag to the post office and
tell the clerk that the bag is to be mailed "library rate." We invite all stockholders to take
advantage of this wonderful service, if you do not already do so.
Picking up Books at the Library

Stockholders are always welcome to pick up their books at the library. If you wish to be
notified when a book is waiting, please let us know, and provide us with an email address
(or alternately, a telephone number where there is an answering machine), and we can
alert you when a book is waiting for you. If you are pressed for time, you may request that
a book be left for you at the front desk.
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