ATHENÆUM BOOKSHELF
FEBRUARY 2009
(Books purchased for January 2009)

FEATURED SELECTIONS
MURDER SHORT & SWEET

ED. PAUL D. STAUDOHAR

A devilishly entertaining collection of twenty-five classic tales of mystery and mayhem by such celebrated
writers as Edgar Allan Poe, Agatha Christie, John Updike, and Dorothy L. Sayers.
499pp.

THE SUN AND THE MOON
GOODMAN

MATTHEW

Tabloid journalism is at its best in the remarkable true account of hoaxers, showmen, dueling journalists, and
lunar man-bats in nineteenth-century New York.
350pp., illus.

ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
LOWER NORTHEAST PHILADELPHIA

LOUIS M. IATAROLA AND LYNN-CARMELA T. IATAROLA

An illustrated evolution of the lower half of Northeast Philadelphia.

THOMAS HOPE: REGENCY DESIGNER

ED. BY

95pp., illus.

DAVID WATKIN AND PHILIP HEWAT-JABOOR

Thomas Hope was born into one of the wealthiest families of European bankers in 1769. During his life he
amassed a huge collection of old master painting and other objects of decorative art. Hope was also a patron
and interior designer, and his style fostered what later became known as ‘Regency.’ This large volume, chock
full of detailed photos and drawings, shows the many faceted works of Hope’s collection and influence.
*Does not circulate by mail.
526pp., illus.

BIOGRAPHY
AMERICAN LION: ANDREW JACKSON IN THE WHITE HOUSE
Meacham offers a lively take on the seventh president’s White House years.

THE BORGIAS AND THEIR ENEMIES

JON MEACHAM
483pp., illus.

CHRISTOPHER HIBBERT

Given their reputation for corruption, it is no wonder that the Borgias had multiple enemies. Veteran author
Christopher Hibbert gives us a lively study of the conflicts that ensued.
328pp.

CASANOVA

JAN KELLY

A new and eminently readable life of the legendary lover, actor, priest and spy. Jan Kelly has drawn on
previously untapped archival sources for a brilliant portrait of a multi facetted man.
403 pp., illus.

GRAHAM GREENE: A LIFE IN LETTERS

ED. RICHARD GREENE

A new and engrossing account of one of the undisputed masters of twentieth-century prose, constructed out of
his own words.
446pp.

THE WORLD IS WHAT IT IS

PATRICK FRENCH

The first authoritative biography of V.S. Naipaul, the controversial Nobel Laureate, traces his emotional life and
his creative power.
532pp., illus.

HISTORY & POLITICS
THE BITTER ROAD TO FREEDOM

W.I. HITCHCOCK

A moving portrait of the newly liberated citizens of Europe after World War II, from D-Day to the first months of
peace.
446pp., illus

IN TRIUMPH’S WAKE

JULIA P. GELARDI

The chronicling of the lives of three extremely powerful women; Queen Isabella of Castile, Empress Maria
Theresa of Austria, and Queen Victoria of England and the devastating decisions which brought dire
consequences upon their equally powerful and prominent daughters.
403pp., illus.

THE SUN AND THE MOON

MATTHEW GOODMAN

Tabloid journalism is at its best in the remarkable true account of hoaxers, showmen, dueling journalists, and
lunar man-bats in nineteenth-century New York.
350pp., illus.

TRAVEL
FODOR’S FRANCE (2009) +
FODOR’S LONDON (2009) +
FODOR’S PARIS (2009) +

MISCELLANEOUS
AMERICAN BUFFALO

STEVEN RINELLA

Outsider magazine correspondent Steven Rinella goes hunting in the Alaskan wilderness for bison, but instead
finds himself contemplating the role of this majestic, once nearly extinct animal in the history and culture of
North America.
277pp., illus.

LEARNING FROM THE HEART

DANIEL GOTTLIEB

The acclaimed psychologist and talk show host brings readers answers to everyday struggles such as the
search for love, security, and understanding all the while asking, “What does it mean to be human?”
170pp.

PROMISED LAND: THIRTEEN BOOKS THAT CHANGED AMERICA

JAY PARINI

A discussion of thirteen works, from Of Plymouth Plantation to The Feminine Mystique, that have helped to
define the American character.
385pp.

FICTION
THE CHARLEMAGNE PURSUIT

STEVE BURG+

An exciting story about a former Justice Department agent and the pair of twin sisters searching for the truth
behind their father’s death in the bowels of a secret nuclear submarine below Antarctica’s surface, which puts
the trio in grave danger.
509pp. illus.

ECHOES FROM THE DEAD

JOHAN THEORIN

A runaway bestseller in Sweden about a mother’s grief after receiving a mysterious package that could unlock
the mysterious disappearance of her son who has been missing for twenty years.
388pp.

EROS

HELMUT KRAUSSER

Expertly translated by Mike Mitchell, German novelist and screenwriter Helmut Krausser’s Eros studies the thin
line between erotic obsession and compulsive fanaticism, between unlimited power and helplessness, all set
before the backdrop of Germany between the end of WWII and the fall of the Berlin Wall.
340pp.

HARDLY KNEW HER

LAURA LIPPMAN

Short stories and a novella from the pen of the distinguished crime fiction writer from Baltimore.

LAND OF MARVELS

292pp.

BARRY UNSWORTH

The Booker Prize winning author sets his latest work in Mesopotamia in 1914 before WWI. A British
archaeologist and his wife, an Arab assistant with his own ambitions, and an American secretly searching for
oil cross paths in this historical thriller.
287pp.

A MERCY

TONI MORRISON

Nobel Prize winner Morrison tells the painful story of a slave who gives up her daughter to a more humane
master, and the repercussions of this action.
167pp.

THE NORTHERN CLEMENCY

PHILIP HENSHER

Short listed for the Man Booker Prize, this novel covers twenty years in the lives of two Sheffield families in
Thatcher-era Britain.
597pp.

PEOPLE OF THE WHALE

LINDA HOGAN

A pensive novel about a returning married Native American Vietnam Veteran. Upon coming home he is forced
to sort out his life. He has fathered a child with a woman in Vietnam and finds his tribe in conflict over the
decision to hunt a whale.
301pp.

THE POSTHUMOUS MEMOIRS OF BRÁS CUBAS

JOAQUIM MARIA MACHADO DE ASSIS

A nineteenth century classic of Brazilian literature, Machado de Assis’s 1880 novel is written as a
posthumously composed memoir.

SCARPETTA

219 pp.

PATRICIA CORNWELL

In the latest offering by much decorated crime novelist Patricia Cornwell, Chief Medical Examiner Kay
Scarpetta, returns. Scarpetta attempts to unravel the chilling tale told by an injured and confused mental
patient. Is he an insane stalker fixed upon our heroine, or is he the hunted victim he claims to be?
500pp.

THE SEAMSTRESS OF HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD

ERIN MCGRAW

Like so many women who felt the magnetic pull of the film industry, Nell Plat, a young but bored seamstress
from Kansas, leaves her children behind to reinvent herself as Hollywood costumer, “Madame Annelle.”
McGraw based this story on her grandmother’s life, re-creating the glamour of Hollywood in its heyday, but in
doing so she shows that one cannot escape the past.
373pp.

SECOND TIME AROUND

MARCIA WILLETT

Three relatives move into an English seaside estate willed to them by a common distant relative.

SONGS FOR THE MISSING
A moving portrait of a family and a town in the wake of a daughter’s disappearance.

THE WETTEST COUNTY IN THE WORLD

289pp.

STEWART O’NAN
287pp.

MATT BONDURANT

Based on the true story of Bondurant’s grandfather and granduncles, The Wettest County in the World
chronicles the exploits of Franklin County, Virginia moonshiners in the 1920’s. The Bondurant boys fight, fall in
love, and watch their world dissolve under The Great Depression.
307pp.

AUDIOBOOKS
THE PRIVATE PATIENT (CD’s)

P.D. JAMES*

DETECTIVES
BLACKLIGHT BLUE

PETER MAY

THE BOOK OF MURDER

GUILLERMO MARTINEZ

CARAVAGGIO’S ANGEL

RUTH BRANDON

THE FISHER BOY

STEPHEN ANABLE

THE LAST EMBRACE

DENISE HAMILTON

LOST RIVER

DAVID FULMER+

MURDER SHORT & SWEET

ED.

OLD DEVIL MOON

CHRISTOPHER FOWLER

THE VICTORIA VANISHES

CHRISTOPHER FOWLER

WHERE SERPENTS SLEEP

PAUL D. STAUDOHAR

C.S. HARRIS

+ McNAUGHTON RENTAL

* Anonymous Gift
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ATHENÆUM BOOKSHELF
FEBRUARY 2009
(Books purchased for January 2009)

ATHENÆUM BOOKSHELF
MARCH 2009
(Books purchased for February 2009)

FEATURED SELECTIONS
BANQUET AT DELMONICO’S

BARRY WERTH

The reader is drawn into the circle of philosophers, scientists, politicians, businessmen, clergymen, and
scholars who brought Charles Darwin’s ideas to America after the Civil War.
362pp., illus.

THE WHITE TIGER (Audiobook)

ARAVIND ADIGA

A successful man chronicles his life with cynical overtones regarding how he came into his achievement by
way of servitude, business, and murder, in this Booker Prize winner. (CD’s)

ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
GREAT HOUSES OF CHICAGO: 1871-1921

SUSAN BENJAMIN AND STUART COHEN

The first authoritative study of Chicago city houses.

335pp., illus.

BIOGRAPHY
CHAMPLAIN’S DREAM

DAVID HACKETT FISCHER

Biography of Samuel de Champlain- soldier, spy, master mariner, explorer, cartographer, artist, and Father of
New France.
834pp., illus.

DEATH OF A GUNFIGHTER

DAN ROTTENBERG

The tragic hero who helped save The Union and created the myth of the American gunslinger, Joseph Alfred
Slade.
520pp., illus.

IN SPITE OF MYSELF:
A rollicking, rich portrait by one of today’s greatest living actors.

PIG CANDY

CHRISTOPHER PLUMMER
648pp., illus.

LISE FUNDERBURG

Funderburg chronicles her final months with her terminally ill father, embarking on a journey into his roots in the
Deep South while juggling the struggles of mixed race heritage.
303pp., illus.

POE

PETER ACKROYD

An intuitive look into Edgar Allan Poe’s turbulent childhood, questionable adult life, and the connections they
make to his literary triumph.
205pp., illus.

THINGS I’VE BEEN SILENT ABOUT

AZAR NAFISI+

Author of Reading Lolita in Tehran, Nafisi brings us her memories of her life growing up in Tehran. 333pp., illus.

THE UNCROWNED KING

KENNETH WHYTE

Kenneth Whyte brings to life the early career of the world’s first great media mogul, William Randolph Hearst.
546pp., illus.

HISTORY & POLITICS
BANQUET AT DELMONICO’S

BARRY WERTH

The reader is drawn into the circle of philosophers, scientists, politicians, businessmen, clergymen, and
scholars who brought Charles Darwin’s ideas to America after the Civil War.
362pp., illus.

BRIGHT YOUNG PEOPLE

D.J. TAYLOR

An investigation of the lost generation of the Jazz Age in London, as well as a panoramic portrait of a world
encompassing dizzying success and paralyzing failure.
361pp., illus.

A HISTORY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL

KRISTEN A. GRAHAM

Graham introduces the people and ideas that guided Pennsylvania Hospital through war and social and
economic crisis, which landed it at the forefront of healing, learning, and innovation.
128pp., illus.

IVORY’S GHOSTS

JOHN FREDERICK WALKER

A deeply felt examination of the history of ivory, and its uncertain future as well as a survey of the immense
human and animal cost attributed to the now banned ivory trade market.
312pp., illus.

TRIED BY WAR

JAMES M. MCPHERSON

McPherson, a Civil War historian, illuminates how Lincoln worked with and often against his senior
commanders to defeat the Confederacy and create his legendary image.
329pp., illus.

WITH WINGS LIKE EAGLES

MICHAEL KORDA+

In 1940, fewer than three thousand fighter pilots of the Royal Air Force stood between Hitler and the victory
that seemed within his grasp.
319pp., illus.

TRAVEL
ARGENTINA (EYEWITNESS TRAVEL)

352pp., illus.

MISCELLANEOUS
VANISHED GARDENS

SHARON WHITE

A historical look with modern day influence of gardening in urban Philadelphia.

206pp.

FICTION
THE ASSOCIATE

JOHN GRISHAM+

After excelling through Yale University’s prestigious law program, Kyle McAvoy must take a job with the most
powerful law firm in the world to protect his dark and mysterious secret, while battling an assortment of corrupt
characters.
373pp.

BEAT THE REAPER

JOSH BAZELL+

A boldly shocking and hilarious novel by Josh Bazell, a medical resident with a B.A. in writing. In Manhattan’s
worst hospital the Witness Protection Program fails when a patient recognizes that Dr. Peter Brown once had
another life.
310pp.

COMPANY OF LIARS

KAREN MAITLAND

Embark on a turbulent journey through a ravaged countryside, with only liars for company. Karen Maitland
delivers an ingenious interpretation of Chaucer’s, The Canterbury Tales.
465pp.

ECLIPSE

RICHARD NORTH PATTERSON+

The spellbinding story of an American lawyer who takes on a nearly impossible case: the defense of an African
freedom fighter against his own corrupt government’s charge of murder.
369pp.

THE LITTLE GIANT OF ABERDEEN COUNTY

TIFFANY BAKER

A poignant story of friendship, love, and identity that is laced with magic and humor. The Little Giant of
Aberdeen County breaks new ground with its larger-than-life heroine and her entrance into the ranks of
modern literature.
341pp.

THE LOST CITY

HENRY SHUKMAN

Discharged from the British military, a young man embarks on a troublesome journey to discover an ancient
Peruvian city, in memory of his fallen comrade.
321pp.

MUSEUM OF HUMAN BEINGS

COLIN SARGENT

A stylish look at the life of Sacagawea’s son, Jean-Baptiste Charbonneau, as he is fostered by Clark and
brought up in the eyes of the court, only to return to the new world to discover his identity.
337pp.

NEVER TELL A LIE

HALLIE EPHRON+

A page turning thriller about how well we know the people we love, and how far we are willing to go to protect
the secrets of our past.
271pp.

THE PIANO TEACHER

JANICE Y. K. LEE+

Former Elle magazine editor, Janice Lee delivers a love story during a time of war, and the consequences of
choices made under duress. A spellbinding novel that takes place in 1952, Hong Kong.
328pp.

RANDOM ACTS OF HEROIC LOVE

DANNY SCHEINMANN

Two seemingly unrelated love stories, which span over several decades, collide when a tragic accident claims
a young woman and forces her lover to seek help from his distant father, who has a few love stories of his own.
388pp., illus.

SICILIAN TRAGEDEE

OTTAVIO CAPPELLANI

An interesting perspective of modern day Sicily’s aristocrats, politicians, and seedy underworld, which
highlights two pairs of seemingly star-crossed lovers.

TINKERS

340pp.

PAUL HARDING

A work of great power and originality that follows a dying man into his past where he is reunited with his father
and relives his impoverished New England youth.
191pp.

2666

ROBERTO BOLAÑO

The late Bolaño’s true masterpiece begins with the adventures and love affairs of a small group of scholars
dedicated to the work of Benno von Archimboldi, a reclusive German novelist. They trace the writer to the
Mexican border town of Santa Teresa, but there the trail runs dry. It isn’t until the final section that readers
learn about Benno and why he went to Santa Teresa.
898pp.

THE VIEW FROM GARDEN CITY

CAROLYN BAUGH

An American student living in Cairo lives among traditional Egyptian women who reveal a fascinating world of
arranged marriages, secret romances, and the often turbulent bonds between four generations of Arab
mothers and daughters.
327pp.

WINNIE AND WOLF

A. N. WILSON

A bold novel about the relationship between Winifred Wagner and Adolf Hitler in the world of the Weimar
Republic and Nazi Germany between the First and Second World Wars.
363pp.

AUDIOBOOKS
THE CHOPIN MANUSCRIPT (CDs)
A unique collaboration by fifteen of the world’s greatest detective writers.

THE WHITE TIGER (CDs)

ARAVIND ADIGA

A successful man chronicles his life with cynical overtones regarding how he came into his achievement by
way of servitude, business, and murder, in this Booker Prize winner.

DETECTIVES
BRIGHT FUTURES

STUART M. KAMINSKY+

A Lew Fonesca mystery in Sarasota, Florida.

THE CALLING

INGER ASH WOLFE

Aged detective Hazel Micallef hunts a gruesome serial killer of the terminally ill.

DEATH BY WATER

KERRY GREENWOOD+

A Phryn Fisher mystery aboard a luxury cruise to New Zealand.

DEKOK AND THE DEAD HARLEQUIN

A. C. BAANTJER

An inspector Dekok murder mystery in Amsterdam.

THE EMPTY MIRROR

J. SYDNEY JONES+

A Viennese mystery and painter Gustav Klimt is the prime suspect.

HELL BENT

WILLIAM G. TAPPLY

A Brady Coyne novel focusing on a mysterious suicide.

ISTANBUL NOIR

ED.

AMY SPANGLER AND MUSTAFA ZIYALAN

Short stories from Istanbul.

MOUNTING FEARS

STUART WOODS+

President Lee and his First Lady cope with the return of a dangerous and cunning fugitive.

PLUM SPOOKY

JANET EVANOVICH+

Things are about to get spooky in Trenton, New Jersey.

A RULE AGAINST MURDER

LOUISE PENNY+

A chief inspector Gamache novel in the village of Three Pines.

SEVEN FOR A SECRET
A John the Lord Chamberlain mystery set in Constantinople.

MARY REED AND ERIC MAYER

+ McNAUGHTON RENTAL
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ATHENÆUM BOOKSHELF
MARCH 2009
(Books purchased for February 2009)

ATHENÆUM BOOKSHELF
APRIL 2009
(Books purchased for March 2009)

FEATURED SELECTIONS
FAILURES OF THE PRESIDENTS

THOMAS J. CRAUGHWELL

An in-depth look at presidential decision making processes gone wrong, revealing the seemingly promising
policies that ended in disaster.
319pp., illus.

THE WOMEN

T.C. BOYLE

Boyle’s novel of the life of Frank Lloyd Wright, as told through the tempestuous experiences of the four women
who loved him.
451pp.

ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
THE COUNTRY SEATS OF THE UNITED STATES

WILLIAM RUSSELL BIRCH±

First published in 1808, The Country Seats of the United States was the result of William Russell Birch’s travels
through the mid-Atlantic, as well as his intimate knowledge of the Philadelphia region.
87pp., illus.

THE ESSENTIAL FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

BRUCE BROOKS PFEIFFER

A beautifully illustrated one volume compendium of Wright’s treatises on every aspect of his craft, from the
beginning in 1901 to the end in 1957.
453pp., illus.

MOVING ROOMS

JOHN HARRIS

A fascinating documentation of the break-up, sale, and re-use of architectural salvages in Britain and America
fueled by fashionable ‘Period Rooms.’
320pp., illus.

BIOGRAPHY
MADAME DE STAËL: THE FIRST MODERN WOMAN

FRANCINE DU PLESSIX GRAY

Madame de Staël-force of nature, exuberant idealist, and ultimate enthusiast-waged a lifelong struggle against
all that was tyrannical, cynical, or passionless in her time.
248pp.

HISTORY & POLITICS
THE BREAKTHROUGH

GWEN IFILL+

A survey of the American political landscape following Barack Obama’s stunning presidential victory.

FAILURES OF THE PRESIDENTS

277pp.

THOMAS J. CRAUGHWELL

An in-depth look at presidential decision making processes gone wrong, revealing the seemingly promising
policies that ended in disaster.
319pp., illus.

LORDS OF FINANCE

LIAQUAT AHAMED

With penetrating insights for today, this vital history of the economic crash of the late 1920’s presents four men
whose personal and professional actions as respective bank leaders changed the course of the 20th century.
564pp.

PASSING STRANGE

MARTHA A. SANDWEISS+

Complete with photographs, this interesting investigation of Clarence King, the legendary surveyor of the West
after the Civil War, includes a look inside his double life as James Todd, a black Pullman porter. 370pp., illus.

THE POSSIBLE CITY: EXERCISES IN DREAMING PHILADELPHIA

NATHANIEL POPKIN*

In these elegantly crafted essays, Popkin imagines a future animated by the city’s rich past and grounded in its
troubled but still beautiful present.
119pp., illus.

SETTING THE DESERT ON FIRE

JAMES BARR

T.E. Lawrence and Britain’s secret war in Arabia, 1916-1918. Setting the Desert on Fire shines new light on the
crucial period of 1916-1918.
382pp., illus.

WE CAN HAVE PEACE IN THE HOLY LAND

JIMMY CARTER

In this urgent, balanced, and passionate book, Nobel Peace Laureate and former President Jimmy Carter
argues that the present moment is a unique time for achieving peace in the Middle East.
228pp., illus.

MISCELLANEOUS
ANGELS AND AGES

ADAM GOPNIK+

A look at Abraham Lincoln and Charles Darwin, both born February 12, 1809, and the separate paths they
took that shaped the world.
211pp.

ANIMALS MAKE US HUMAN

TEMPLE GRANDIN AND CATHERINE JOHNSON+

An insight into the emotional needs of animals and what it takes to fulfill their lives.

THE DYNAMITE CLUB

342pp.

JOHN MERRIMAN

An assessment of the Parisian dynamite bombers of the late 19th century, who fervently attacked the
bourgeoisie to perpetuate their ideals of anarchism and became the first modern terrorists.
259pp., illus.

LITTLE PINK HOUSE

JEFF BENEDICT+

One woman’s historic battle against eminent domain. This detailed investigation is about Susette Kelo, a
Connecticut homeowner fighting Pfizer, Inc. for the right to retain her property, which eventually takes her to
the Supreme Court.
397pp., illus.

WHAT TO EAT

MARION NESTLE

A new guide for a new era in American food and nutrition, with sensible tips and suggestions for healthy living.
611pp.

FICTION
BLINDSPOT

JANE KAMENSKY AND JILL LEPORE

Liberty is what everyone is seeking in boisterous, rebellious Boston on the eve of the American Revolution.
Fanny Easton is a lady in disguise trying to turn her talent into capital and that capital into liberty. She becomes
an apprentice to a Scottish portrait painter, but everyone suffers from a blindspot.
500pp.

BLOOD AND BONE

WILLIAM LASHNER

Philadelphia suspense author William Lashner gives us a stunning stand-alone novel about a young man
forced to confront the dark truths of his past.
389pp.

THE BOOK OF UNHOLY MISCHIEF

ELLE NEWMARK+

Rich with the luxurious colors of Venice, The Book of Unholy Mischief delights the senses and breathes fresh
life into an age defined by intellectual revival and artistic vibrancy.
367pp.

FOOL

CHRISTOPHER MOORE+

A twisted and insanely funny tale of a moronic monarch and his deceitful daughters. A rousing story of plots,
subplots, counterplots, betrayals, war, revenge, bared bosoms, unbridled lust, and a ghost; as seen through
the eyes of a man wearing bells on his head.
311pp.

HEART AND SOUL

MAEVE BINCHY

A story of family, friends, patients, and staff who are part of a heart clinic in a community caught between the
old and the new Ireland.
418pp.

IF YOU EAT, YOU NEVER DIE: CHICAGO TALES

TONY ROMANO

Tony Romano weaves two dozen stories into a stunning, cohesive family history of a first-generation Italian
American family vividly and poignantly alive in closely related tales at once joyous, heartbreaking, and honest.
257pp.

LETHAL LEGACY

LINDA FAIRSTEIN+

When Assistant District Attorney Alex Cooper pursues the murderer of Tina Barr, she is drawn into the strange
and privileged world of the Hunt family, major benefactors of the New York Public Library and passionate rare
book collectors.
372pp.

A MAD DESIRE TO DANCE

ELIE WIESEL

From Elie Wiesel, a recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize and one of our fiercest moral voices, a provocative and
deeply thoughtful new novel about a life shaped by the worst horrors of the twentieth century and one man’s
attempt to reclaim happiness.
274pp.

PICTURES AT AN EXHIBITION

SARA HOUGHTELING+

Max Berenzon is born to an art dealer in Paris prior to World War II. When Paris falls to the Nazis, the
Berenzons survive in hiding, but return to find their priceless collection of art has vanished. Max, madly driven
to recover his father’s paintings, navigates a torn city on a personal quest.
243pp., illus.

THE RED CONVERTIBLE

LOUISE ERDRICH

A unique volume of thirty works personally selected by the author, encompassing story lines filled with passion,
violence, and old age.
496pp.

TERMINAL FREEZE

LINCOLN CHILD

Lincoln Child weaves together a stunning arctic landscape, a terrifying mythic creature, and a pervasive mood
of chaos and fear.
320pp.

THE WOMEN

T.C. BOYLE

Boyle’s account of the life of Frank Lloyd Wright, as told through the tempestuous experiences of the four
women who loved him.
451pp.

AUDIOBOOKS
KHRUSHCHEV: THE MAN AND HIS ERA (cassettes)

WILLIAM TAUBMAN**

DETECTIVES
ALL THE COLORS OF DARKNESS

PETER ROBINSON+

Detectives Alan Banks and Annie Cabbot return in another electrifying novel filled with suspicious deaths and
smoky mirrors.

AMONG THE MAD

JACQUELINE WINSPEAR+

An addition to the Maisie Dobbs series, Dobbs must catch a madman before he commits murder on an
unimaginable scale.

CAMBRIDGE BLUE

ALISON BRUCE

Gary Goodhew is on his first murder investigation in Cambridge.

THE FIRST QUARRY

MAX ALLAN COLLINS

Quarry infiltrates a college town and eliminates a professor whose affair with one of his students is the least of
his sins.

THE GOOD THIEF’S GUIDE TO PARIS

CHRIS EWAN

Written from the perspective of the burglar, Charlie Howard is the next Cary Grant.

A MATTER OF JUSTICE

CHARLES TODD

An Inspector Ian Rutledge Mystery.

NIGHT AND DAY

ROBERT B. PARKER

A new Jess Stone novel with the Massachusetts Police Chief investigating a local principal and a dangerous
voyeur.

POSED FOR MURDER

MEREDITH COLE

In her new photography series Lydia McKenzie has re-created death scenes from actual murders, using
friends as models. But a killer makes sure that Lydia’s opening night is more than memorable when he kills
and poses one of Lydia’s models just like her photograph.

THE SHANGHAI MOON

S.J. ROZAN+

Lydia Chin and Bill Smith investigate the excavation of missing European jewelry dating back to WWII,
including the Shanghai Moon-one of the world’s most sought after gems.

THREE WEEKS TO SAY GOODBYE

C.J. BOX

The birth father of Jack and Melissa McGuane’s adopted daughter Angelina wants her back and will stop at
nothing to have her.

WHISPER TO THE BLOOD

DANA STABENOW+

A Kate Shugak Alaskan mystery.
+ McNAUGHTON RENTAL

* Gift of the Publisher
** Gift of Flora Becker

HOW TO USE THE MAIL SERVICE OF THE CIRCULATION LIBRARY
For those members who wish to receive books by mail, please follow these directions.
When you have selected the books that you would like to receive, you may let us know
your selections by email or telephone:
Email: jilly@philaathenaeum.org.
Telephone: (215) 925-2688
Alternately, you may print out this list, check the items that you would like and send it by
mail or fax:
Fax: (215) 925-3755
Mail: Jill LeMin Lee
Circulation Librarian
Athenaeum of Philadelphia
219 S. Sixth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Indicate how many books you wish to receive at a time, up to three, and the interval at
which you would like to receive them. A reserve list will then be established for you.
Please understand that some of the books are very popular and there may be a wait. You
will receive your books in a padded mailer. Please open the bag carefully so that it can be
reused. There will be a return mailing label in the book pocket in the back of the books.
The loan period is three weeks. When you are ready to return them, place them in the
mailer, cover the mailing label on the bag with the return label, seal the bag with staples or
heavy tape and put on the same amount of postage. Take the bag to the post office and
tell the clerk that the bag is to be mailed "library rate." We invite all stockholders to take
advantage of this wonderful service, if you do not already do so.
Picking up Books at the Library
Stockholders are always welcome to pick up their books at the library. If you wish to be
notified when a book is waiting, please let us know, and provide us with an email address
(or alternately, a telephone number where there is an answering machine), and we can
alert you when a book is waiting for you. If you are pressed for time, you may request that
a book be left for you at the front desk.

ATHENÆUM BOOKSHELF
APRIL 2009
(Books purchased for March 2009)

ATHENÆUM BOOKSHELF
May 2009
(Books purchased for April 2009)

FEATURED SELECTIONS
THE KINDLY ONES

JONATHAN LITTELL

Combining exhaustive research with historical epic, Littell’s novel is the fictional memoir of a former Nazi officer
who had morphed into a middle class factory owner in post-war France. Little won the Prix Goncourt, for The
Kindly Ones.
983pp.

PAULINE BONAPARTE: VENUS OF EMPIRE

FLORA FRASER

A fascinating figure in her own right, Pauline Bonaparte was deeply loyal to her brother, Napoleon. Noted for
her looks and passions, she was immortalized by Antonio Canova’s statue, a copy of which may be seen at
the
Athenaeum of Philadelphia.
287pp., illus.

ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
ARCHITECTURE IN CONSERVATION

JAMES STRIKE

A look at the need to respond sensitively to the limitations of an environment when adapting or adding to
historic properties.
163pp., illus.

THE GARDNER HEIST

ULRICH BOSER

One museum, two thieves, and the Boston underworld. The story behind the lost Gardner masterpieces and
the art detective who vowed to get them back.
260pp., illus.

GILDED MANSIONS
The colorful story of America’s first millionaire society.

WAYNE CRAVEN
383pp., illus.

HISTORIC SYNAGOGUES OF PHILADELPHIA AND THE DELAWARE VALLEY JULIAN H. PREISLER
Mr. Preisler catalogues Jewish houses of worship, both past and present, in this short work of photographs and
brief descriptions. Of particular note is Beth Shalom in Elkins Park, which is the only synagogue in the United
States designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, and is also one of only four United States synagogues listed as a
National Historic Landmark.
127pp., illus.

PHILADELPHIA ROWHOUSE MANUAL
A practical guide for Philadelphia rowhouse homeowners.

RACHEL SIMMONS SCHADE, AIA
49pp., illus.

BIOGRAPHY
A LIFE IN TWILIGHT: THE FINAL YEARS OF J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER

MIKE WOLVERTON

Most remember Oppenheimer, the brilliant atomic physicist, as leader of the Manhattan Project and “father of
the atomic bomb.” However, many have forgotten that Oppenheimer was accused of having Communistic
leaning during the McCarthy era. Philadelphia based author Wolverton examines the final years of this
complex man’s attempts to restore his reputation amidst the pop culture of the 1960’s.
339pp., illus.

PAULINE BONAPARTE: VENUS OF EMPIRE

FLORA FRASER

A fascinating figure in her own right, Pauline Bonaparte was deeply loyal to her brother, Napoleon. Noted for
her looks and passions, she was immortalized by Antonio Canova’s statue.
287pp., illus.

SOMEWHERE TOWARDS THE END

DIANA ATHILL

Now in her 91st year, Athill reflects on her age, the losses and the gains that it brings.

WEDLOCK

182pp.

WENDY MOORE+

This work reads more like fiction than the history of Mary, Countess of Strathmore. One of 18th century
England’s richest heiresses, she fought against a brutish husband and an uncaring society.
366pp., illus.

THE WOMAN BEHIND THE NEW DEAL

KIRSTIN DOWNEY+

Francis Perkins, one of the most influential women of the twentieth century, changed the landscape of
American society and business.
444pp., illus.

HISTORY & POLITICS
HUNTING EICHMANN

NED BASCOMB+

Adolph Eichmann was the operational manager of Hitler’s “final solution,” the monstrously evil plan to commit
genocide upon the entire Jewish race with ruthless, mechanical efficiency. This book uses newly declassified
information to provide a detailed account of how Israel’s new spy agency tracked, captured, and secretly
transported Eichmann back to Israel to stand trial in 1961.
390pp., illus.

PHILADELPHIA FREEDOM

DAVID KAIRYS

Kairys’ memoir of his time as a Civil Rights lawyer during a turbulent time in American History.

PLAIN, HONEST MEN

424pp., illus.

RICHARD BEEMAN

Historian Richard Beeman captures the debate and the characters of the men who labored to create a
government that would allow America to flourish.
495pp., illus.

SECRET WARS

GORDON THOMAS

Thomas’s wide-sweeping history chronicles a century of triumphs and failures inside M15 and M16, on the one
hundredth anniversaries of Britain’s security and secret intelligence services.
430pp.

MISCELLANEOUS
ALADDIN’S LAMP

JOHN FREELY

From the shores of classical Asia Minor through Athens and Alexandria, Freely takes readers on a fascinating
stroll, uncovering how Greek science came to Europe through the Islamic world.
303pp., illus.

A COURSE CALLED IRELAND

TOM COYNE

Coyne’s humorous documentation of his recent trip to Ireland, where he traveled the country golfing and
finding his heritage.
311pp., illus.

WHY WE MAKE MISTAKES

JOSEPH T. HALLINAN+

Author Joseph T. Hallinan has won the Pulitzer Prize and recently reported for The Wall Street Journal. His
latest work examines the reasons behind human error, from various points of view.
283pp.

YOU ARE HERE

CHRISTOPHER POTTER

Here, for the first time in a single span, is the life of the universe, from quarks to galaxy superclusters and from
slime to Homo sapiens. You are Here is a portable history of the universe.
294pp.

FICTION
THE ALEXANDER CIPHER

WILL ADAMS+

An Egyptologist in Alexandria is on a hunt to discover the final resting place of Alexander the Great, which
proves to be a dangerous endeavor.
320pp.

DANTE’S NUMBERS

DAVID HEWSON+

The premiere of a new film version of Dante’s Inferno sparks superstition and a string of murders while a man
tries to control the situation as well as protect a young starlet.
386pp.

ETTA

GERALD KOLPAN

An imagined portrayal of Etta Place’s life and times with the Wild Bunch, led by Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid.
314pp.

FAULT LINE

BARRY EISLER+

Centering on a conspiracy in America, two lawyers and a soldier must put aside their differences and stop a
faceless enemy.
308pp.

THE GOOD PARENTS

JOAN LONDON

A story of familial love when two parents must endure haunting obstacles in order to find their teenage daughter.
349pp.

THE GUERNSEY LITERARY AND POTATO PEEL PIE SOCIETY
MARY ANN SHAFFER AND ANNIE BARROWS+
Post WWII, a British author begins corresponding with members of an exclusive club in the British Isle of
Guernsey and discovers a literary underworld formerly protecting citizens from Nazi persecution.
278pp.

THE KINDLY ONES

JONATHAN LITTELL

Combining exhaustive research with historical epic, Littell’s novel is the fictional memoir of a former Nazi officer
who had morphed into a middle class factory owner in post-war France. Little won the Prix Goncourt, for The
Kindly Ones.
983pp.

LIFE SENTENCES

LAURA LIPPMAN+

A look at memories and how they alter the reality of the past in regards to a writer returning to her hometown to
begin a new non-fiction book, focusing on a missing child as its foundation.
344pp.

OLD CITY HALL

ROBERT ROTENBERG+

A man blatantly confesses to killing his wife in their bathtub, but refuses to speak to anyone after his
explanation in what wrongly appears as an open and shut domestic murder case.

PATHS OF GLORY

372pp.

JEFFREY ARCHER+

When asked, “Why Climb Mt. Everest?” George Mallory famously quipped, “Because it is there.” Archer
novelizes Mallory’s life, his complete absence of fear, and his pursuit of his goal to be the first man to stand on
the summit of Mt. Everest; his death in the attempt; and the quest to solve the mystery of his disappearance.
372pp.

RUN FOR YOUR LIFE

JAMES PATTERSON AND MICHAEL LEDWIDGE+

Detective Michael Bennett must stop a killer dubbed the “Teacher” from continuing to punish the poorly
mannered elite of New York.
373pp.

SHATTER

MICHAEL ROBOTHAM+

Psychologist Joe O’Loughlin returns, trying to prevent a suicide and finding himself locked in a deadly duel with
a very clever killer.
433pp.

STILL LIFE

JOY FIELDING

A riveting tale of suspense about a successful young woman who, lying in her hospital bed after a horrific car
accident plunges her into a coma, realizes that although she is unable to see or communicate she can hear
everything.
369pp.

AUDIOBOOKS
THE READER (CDs)

BERNARD SCHLINK*

A young German boy begins an affair with a woman twice his age who suddenly disappears, and they are only
reunited when she is on trial for a hideous crime.

DETECTIVES
THE BELLINI CARD

JASON GOODWIN

Investigator Yashim travels to Venice in search of a missing painting from Istanbul.

THE BIRTHDAY PRESENT

BARBARA VINE+

A young successful politician is bombarded with anonymous letters detailing his adventurous affair with an
attractive married woman after a birthday surprise goes awry.

DON’T LOOK TWICE

ANDREW GROSS

Along with co-author, James Patterson, Gross has previously written five bestsellers. Gross’ latest suspense
novel hovers around a drive by shooting in Greenwich, Connecticut and its unlikely connection to an
international gambling scheme at an upstate casino.

EXECUTION DOCK

ANNE PERRY+

Commander William Monk returns to prosecute a notorious sex trade kingpin in London’s seedy underworld.

FACE OF A KILLER

ROBIN BURCELL

A new series about FBI forensic artist Sydney Fitzpatrick, who begins a deadly investigation into her father’s
murder while a potentially innocent man awaits execution.

THE LEOPARD’S PREY

SUZANNE ARRUDA

American adventuress Jade del Cameron returns to British East Africa and quickly launches a dangerous
investigation after her beau is accused of murder.

LONG LOST

HARLAN COBEN+

Dodging unknown assailants, Myron Bolitar is back and teams up with a long lost lover to absolve her of
criminal charges as well as uncover buried secrets.

MANNA FROM HADES

CAROLA DUNN

A confounding case of daring theft, double crosses, and a delightful cast of characters confronted by murder
most foul.

MURDER ON THE SHORT LIST

PETER LOVESEY

A collection of short stories encompassing fantastic murders.

TRUE DETECTIVES

JONATHAN KELLERMAN+

Two estranged brothers are forced to team up and find a young girl, when they are confronted with L.A.’s
secret and dangerous side.

THE TOURIST

OLEN STEINHAUER

A retired, formerly undercover CIA agent is reinstated when a long sought after assassin is arrested.

+ McNAUGHTON RENTAL

* Gift of Lorraine J. Zwolak, Esq.
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FEATURED SELECTIONS
THE FORGOTTEN GARDEN

KATE MORTON+

A small child is abandoned on a ship headed for Australia in 1913. Adopted by the dock master and his wife,
her sense of self is shattered on her twenty-first birthday when they tell her the truth. She begins to retrace her
identity, but it is only until her death that her granddaughter is able to completely piece together the woman’s
mysterious past. The Forgotten Garden is a novel of outer and inner journeys and homage to the power of
story telling.
552pp.

GO DOWN TOGETHER

JEFF GUINN

The true, less glamorous and far more interesting depiction of Bonnie and Clyde, which brings readers the
dangerous history of two youths from a filthy Dallas slum who fell in love and traded their lives for a brief bout of
excitement and more importantly, fame.
467pp., illus.

ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
NEW YORK DECO

RICHARD BERENHOLTZ

Profiles the architecture of the city during its most stylish and dazzling decades.

183pp., illus.

BIOGRAPHY
FLANNERY

BRAD GOOCH
th

The first major biography of one of the greatest writers of the 20 century, Flannery O’Connor.

JUDAS: A BIOGRAPHY

448pp., illus.

SUSAN GUBAR

Gubar not only explains who Judas was in the time of Jesus, she links the story of Judas to two millennia of
Christian anti-Semitism and to other major doctrines of church attitude.
453pp., illus.

NOT BECOMING MY MOTHER

RUTH REICHL

Reichl embarks on a clear-eyed, openhearted investigation of her mother’s life, piecing together the journey of
a woman she comes to realize she never really knew.
112pp.

SOUL OF THE AGE

JONATHAN BATE

A biography of William Shakespeare; Bate deduces the crucial events of Shakespeare’s life and connects
them to his world and work as never before.
471pp., illus.

HISTORY & POLITICS
GO DOWN TOGETHER
The true, less glamorous and far more interesting depiction of Bonnie and Clyde.

JEFF GUINN
467pp., illus.

THE HORNET’S STING

MARK RYAN

A daring portrait of WWII’s Danish-born British spy Thomas Sneum detailing his extreme successes and
unique rewards for his dutiful service.
386pp., illus.

I AM MURDERED

BRUCE CHADWICK

The chilling true story of the lethal poisoning of George Wythe, signer of the Declaration of Independence and
America’s first law professor.
280pp., illus.

THE INDIFFERENT STARS ABOVE

DANIEL JAMES BROWN

Tale of the Graves family’s involvement in the Donner Party escapade, featuring Sarah Graves’ experience.
337pp., illus.

NOW THE DRUM OF WAR

ROBERT ROPER*

The Civil War is seen anew and a great American family is brought to life in Roper’s brilliant evocation of the
Whitman family.
421pp., illus.

RICHES AMONG THE RUINS

ROBERT P. SMITH

Readers ride shotgun with the author, a self described Indiana Jones of the financial world, as he travels from
war torn regions to economic disaster areas buying and selling high risk securities in the world’s tottering
economies.
235pp.

TOWARD THE SETTING SUN

DAVID BOYLE

The riveting history of the triangular rivalry between Columbus, Vespucci, and Cabot that was a pivotal factor in
the development of the New World.
422pp., illus.

MISCELLANEOUS
ALEX AND ME

IRENE M. PEPPERBERG**

The story of the deep bond between a research scientist and her parrot, which explains heretofore unknown
depths of animal intelligence and consciousness.
240pp., illus.

THE LOST CITY OF Z

DAVID GRANN

In 1925, celebrated British explorer Percy Fawcett, accompanied by his young son and team, ventured into the
Amazon jungle in search of the mythical kingdom known as El Dorado. The mission failed and the explorers
were never heard from again, now the author attempts to recreate what happened to Fawcett, as well as the
others who have perished or gone mad searching for him over the decades, in a tale of obsession on many
levels.
282pp., illus.

NINE LIVES

DAN BAUM

A multi-voiced biography of the dazzling and surreal city of New Orleans following Hurricane Katrina.

335pp.

TRAVEL
ANCIENT SHORE: DISPATCHES FROM NAPLES
SHIRLEY HAZZARD AND FRANCIS STEEGMULLER
The author’s (and her late husband’s) writings are an elegy to the literary history of this South Italian city, which
lives in the precarious shadow of Mount Vesuvius.
117pp., illus.

FROMMER’S EASTERN EUROPE (2009)

FICTION
DEAR HUSBAND

JOYCE CAROL OATES+

Fourteen stories that examine the intimate lives of contemporary American families.

DEVIL’S GARDEN

326pp.

ACE ATKINS+

San Francisco, September 1921: Silent screen comedy star Roscoe “Fatty” Arbuckle is throwing a wild party
at the St. Francis Hotel and actress Virginia Rappe shows up dead. Facing charges of manslaughter,
Arbuckle’s defense team hires a Pinkerton agent who will change American legal history forever.
352pp.

EVERY MAN DIES ALONE

HANS FALLADA

A German couple in Berlin during WWII, who recently lost their only son, begin a campaign against the Third
Reich and the ruthless Gestapo. Based on a true story.
543pp.

EVERYTHING RAVAGED, EVERYTHING BURNED

WELLS TOWER

Families fall apart and messily try to reassemble themselves in Wells Tower’s version of America.

FIRST FAMILY

238pp.

DAVID BALDACCI+

Detectives Sean King and Michelle Maxwell interfere in a national security nightmare when a child is kidnapped
from a birthday party at Camp David. Sean is the one person the First Lady trusts and she presses him and
Michelle into the desperate search to rescue the abducted child.
452pp.

THE FORGOTTEN GARDEN

KATE MORTON+

A small child is abandoned on a ship headed for Australia in 1913. Adopted by the dock master and his wife,
her sense of self is shattered on her twenty-first birthday when they tell her the truth. The Forgotten Garden is a
novel of outer and inner journeys and homage to the power of story telling.
552pp.

HANDLE WITH CARE

JODI PICOULT+

What constitutes a valuable life? Beloved #1 New York Times best selling author Jodi Picoult offers us an
unforgettable story about the fragility of life and the lengths we will go to protect it.
477pp.

HELLO GOODBYE

EMILY CHENOWETH+

An exploration into a family’s struggle with love and loss as a caring mother and wife is diagnosed with an
inoperable brain tumor.
273pp.

INTENT TO KILL

JAMES GRIPPANDO+

A Boston sports radio personality must outwit a dangerous caller and prove, on air, that the hit and run that
killed his wife was no accident.
356pp.

ITALIAN SHOES

HENNING MANKELL

Fredrik Welin was so haunted by the memories of his past, he drove himself to live on a tiny island in solitude,
until a woman he abandoned in the midst of their youthful romance turns up to remind him of an old promise.
Italian Shoes is a tale of loss and redemption and is a testament to the unpredictability of life.
247pp.

LOOK AGAIN

LISA SCOTTOLINE

A missing child poster causes a woman to question the legitimacy of her son’s adoption and, as a journalist,
forces her to uncover deadly clues.
337pp.

NO ONE YOU KNOW

MICHELLE RICHMOND+

When Ellie’s sister Lila, a top math student at Stanford, is murdered, Ellie shares her feelings with a man who
turns the true story into a best-selling crime novel. Twenty years later Ellie has a chance encounter with the
accused murderer and explores the mysteries of Lila’s recovered notebook full of mathematical equations.
306pp.

RHYMING LIFE AND DEATH

AMOS OZ

A novella that takes place over one evening in a Tel Aviv café. Reality and fiction blend in this ingenious,
poignant story from the celebrated author of A Tale of Love and Darkness.
117pp.

SILENT ON THE MOOR

DEANNA RAYBOURN

A mystery unfolds from the rotten heart of Grimsgrave Hall in Yorkshire, one Lady Julia may have to solve
alone, as the attractive Brisbane appears tangled in its heinous twists and turns.
480pp.

THE SONG IS YOU

ARTHUR PHILLIPS+

A man inspired by music loses everything he holds dear; despondent, he begins a distanced relationship with
a wild Irish rock star that ultimately breathes passion and life back into his morose existence.
250pp.

TWILIGHT

STEPHENIE MEYER**

A young girl moves into her estranged father’s house in a secluded community and quickly falls in love with a
boy with an incredible façade and a dark secret.
498pp.

THE WAY WE WERE

MARCIA WILLETT+

Welcomed into an eccentric family after a tragic accident, a young woman is revived; 30 years later as her son
prepares for fatherhood mysterious secrets are uncovered.
300pp.

THE WINTER VAULT

ANNE MICHAELS+

A Canadian engineer and his wife move to a houseboat on the Nile in 1964 in an attempt to prevent a village
from being flooded by the new Aswan Dam.
341pp.

DETECTIVES
ABOUT FACE

DONNA LEON

Commissano Guido Brunetti is back, entranced by a woman addicted to plastic surgery, and delves headfirst
into Italy’s underworld of crisis and pollution.

BORDERLINE

NEVADA BARR+

Anna Pigeon is on vacation in Texas with her husband after being diagnosed with post-traumatic stress
disorder when they find a dying pregnant woman, leading them into a labyrinth of intrigue.

DARE TO DIE

CAROLYN HART+

The arrival of a mysterious young woman shocks the sea island of Broward’s Rock and pits neighbor against
neighbor.

A DARKER DOMAIN

VAL MCDERMID

Detective Karen Pirie investigates two seemingly unrelated cold case mysteries involving a missing baby and a
rebellious miner.

DEATH AND HONESTY

CYNTHIA RIGGS+

Victoria Trumball returns and quickly discovers the body of a neighbor who happened to be illegally skimming
tax money off of wealthy landowners in Martha’s Vineyard.

THE HUNTED

WAYNE BARCOMB+

Eighteen years after a brutal crime, the killer is released and embarks on a mission to track down the now
grown child whose testimony convicted him.

JUST TAKE MY HEART

MARY HIGGINS CLARK+

America’s #1 best-selling Queen of Suspense delves into a legal battle over the guilt or innocence of a man
accused of murdering his wife.

LOITERING WITH INTENT

STUART WOODS+

Stone Barrington is back in a tropical thriller where appearances can be deceiving.

MURDER IN THE LATIN QUARTER

CARA BLACK

An Aimée Leduc investigation that focuses on her past.

TEA TIME FOR THE TRADITIONALLY BUILT

ALEXANDER MCCALL SMITH+

The newest installment of the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency novels has Precious Ramotswe in personal
need of her own formidable detection talents.

WORMWOOD

SUSAN WITTIG ALBERT+

China Bayles visits a historic Shake village to find peace after a personal tragedy; instead, she is led into longburied secrets entwined in a modern day mystery.
+ McNAUGHTON RENTAL

* Gift of Library of the American Philosophical Society
** Gift of Sandra Tatman
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ATHENÆUM BOOKSHELF
June 2009
(Books purchased for May 2009)

ATHENÆUM BOOKSHELF
July 2009
(Books purchased for June 2009)

FEATURED SELECTIONS
EIFFEL’S TOWER

JILL JONNES

A chronicle of Gustave Eiffel’s struggle to erect his iron giant after winning the contract to build the centerpiece
to the 1889 World’s Fair. Now regarded as a universal beauty, the Eiffel Tower was met with harsh criticism
and numerous setbacks. In addition to spotlighting Eiffel, Jonnes features other iconic figures that brought
allure to the fair, such as Paul Gauguin, Thomas Edison, and Buffalo Bill.
354pp., illus.

THE SWEET LIFE IN PARIS

DAVID LEBOVITZ

David Lebovitz reveals his experiences after he moves to Paris following a prosperous career as a San
Francisco chef and comically struggles with adjusting to Paris’s eccentric way of life; for instance, he
encounters rigorous eating rituals, odd men’s fashions, and banks without any money. Complete with recipes!
228pp., illus.

ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
ART DECO: SAN FRANCISCO

THERESE POLETTI

The fascinating story of architect Timothy Pflueger’s life and work in the early 20th century.

EIFFEL’S TOWER

234pp., illus.

JILL JONNES

An insight into Gustave Eiffel’s struggle to erect his iron skeleton in the heart of Paris as well as a look at other
personalities from the 1889 Paris Exposition, such as Buffalo Bill and Thomas Edison.
354pp., illus.

LONG ISLAND LANDSCAPES

CYNTHIA ZAITZEVSKY

An illustrative look at several prominent female landscape architects during the Golden Age of country homes.
304pp., illus.

ROGUES’ GALLERY

MICHAEL GROSS

The secret history of the moguls and the money that made the Metropolitan Museum. Gross provides readers
with an unauthorized look at the saga of the nation’s greatest museum and the sins and crimes behind some
of its treasures.
545pp.

BIOGRAPHY
THE FIRST TYCOON

T.J. STILES

Featuring the epic life of Cornelius Vanderbilt and encompassing details of his personal life in addition to his
business endeavors.
719pp., illus.

GABRIEL GARCÍA MÁRQUEZ

GERALD MARTIN+

The first full and authorized biography of the 1982 winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature.

KINKY GAZPACHO

642pp., illus.

LORI L. THARPS

The autobiographical tale of an African-American writer who considers race in the Western World after she
studied abroad in Spain; the experience led to her marriage, children, and forced her to face blatant
discrimination.
206pp.

LOSING MUM AND PUP

CHRISTOPHER BUCKLEY+

Buckley recounts his final year with his recently deceased parents and converses on the notion of becoming a
fifty-five year old orphan.
251pp.

WARTIME DIARY

SIMONE DE BEAUVOIR

An account of Beauvoir’s fairly unconventional experiences during WWII and how they threatened her work
and her life.
350pp.

HISTORY & POLITICS
A SHORT HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES

ROBERT V. REMINI

The historian of the US House of Representatives is the author of this balanced and important abbreviated
history of the country up to the present.
373pp., illus.

THE SPARTACUS WAR

BARRY STRAUSS

The author explains the most notable slave revolt in the ancient world, Rome’s efforts to defeat the insurgency,
and the complexities of conducting a campaign against a well-organized establishment.
264pp., illus.

VALKYRIE

PHILIP FREIHERR VON BOESELAGER+

At first a dutiful, patriotic soldier, Philip quickly became disgusted by the Third Reich and joined the resistance
in a plot to assassinate Hitler and Heinrich Himmler.
211pp., illus.

MISCELLANEOUS
50 HIGH-IMPACT, LOW-CARE GARDEN PLANTS
Tough, but beautiful plants anyone can grow.

RESTRUCTURING THE PHILADELPHIA REGION

TRACY DISABATO-AUST
168pp., illus.

CAROLYN ADAMS, ET AL.

A comprehensive investigation into America’s large urban regions and the metropolitan inequalities that plague
the respective residents; by observing planning and patterns the authors identify the faults and the players
hindering and helping the bleak situation.
224p., illus.

THE SWEET LIFE IN PARIS

DAVID LEBOVITZ

After two decades as a San Francisco pastry chef, Lebovitz relocates to Paris and describes his comical,
bizarre experiences in a new city. Includes recipes!
282pp., illus.

THE SOUL OF MEDICINE

SHERWIN B. NULAND

A compilation of unique medical stories detailing curious incidents and powerful relationships.

214pp.

FICTION
BROOKLYN

COLM TÓIBÍN+

Set in Brooklyn and Ireland in the 1950’s, a young girl leaves her fragile mother behind, but quickly finds love,
loss, and success in America.
262pp.

THE COLLECTOR OF WORLDS

ILIYA TROYANOV

A story of the three big adventures in Sir Richard Francis Burton’s life; his life as a spy, his voyage to Mecca,
and his exploration on the African lakes.
454pp.

DARK PLACES

GILLIAN FLYNN+

A woman witnessed her family murdered in a satanic sacrifice seemingly led by her brother and is contacted
by a fanatical group to retell her story in order to free her brother nearly twenty-five years later.
349pp.

THE FRIGHTENED MAN

KENNETH CAMERON+

In turn of the century London an American, after his debauchery in the Wild West soils his reputation, is trying
to create a new life only to be stalked by a vicious killer.
267pp.

GONE TOMORROW

LEE CHILD+

Jack Reacher dives into the life of a simple woman involved in twisted dangers with ties to high authority.
421pp.

HOME SAFE

ELIZABETH BERG

A beautifully written and richly resonant story of a mother and daughter in emotional transit.

THE LAST CHILD

260pp.

JOHN HART+

A year after a young boy’s twin sister disappeared the boy embarks on a dangerous journey to find her and
attempts to bring his family together again.
373pp.

MY FATHER’S TEARS

JOHN UPDIKE

A collection of new short fiction featuring the author delving into his native Pennsylvania with stories of New
England suburbia and foreign travel.
292pp.

NOBODY MOVE

DENIS JOHNSON+

A gambling addict escapes a brutal punishment and meets up with a alcoholic vixen on the run from a scandal
involving 2.3 million dollars while being pursued by an underworld boss and his muscle.
196pp.

RED APRIL

SANTIAGO RONCAGLIOLO

During Peru’s Holy Week, an un-ambitious prosecutor is put in charge of a horrible murder investigation in the
midst of the intimatidating Fujimori Regime while meeting persistent resistance from law enforcement. 271pp.

THE SCARECROW

MICHAEL CONNELLY+

Jack McEvoy’s career is on the outs when he decides to pen the murder story of his career; he focuses on a
teen killer when he realizes there is another, more equipped and clever, player involved.
419pp.

THE SCENIC ROUTE

BINNIE KIRSHENBAUM

Divorced and alone, a woman flees to Italy where she meets a married man who whisks her away on a
revealing tour of Europe.
317pp.

SHANGHAI GIRLS

LISA SEE+

Pearl and May are inseparable sisters sold from 1930’s Shanghai as wives of Chinese-Americans. They try to
adjust in their new setting amidst discrimination, disappointment, and sibling rivalry.
314pp.

THRILLER 2

EDITED BY

CLIVE CUSSLER+

Twenty-three riveting short stories that, combined, leave readers on the edge of their seats.

VANESSA AND VIRGINIA

506pp.

SUSAN SELLERS+

Sellers imagines her way into the heart of the lifelong relationship between writer Virginia Woolf and painter
Vanessa Bell by creating a dynamic fictitious sister duo trying to get by in life.
213pp.

THE WEIGHT OF HEAVEN

THRITY UMRIGAR

A look at immeasurable grief, a couple’s marriage deteriorates after their only child unexpectedly dies. Yet they
find renewed hope in one another after suddenly moving to India.
365pp.

DETECTIVES
ALEXANDRIA

LINDSEY DAVIS+

Marcus Didius Falco takes a vacation with his family to Alexandria, Egypt only to be confronted with a dead
librarian surrounded by mysterious circumstances. Mystery set in A.D. 77.

DEATH OF A WITCH

M.C. BEATON

A Hamish Macbeth mystery in the Scottish village of Lochdubh.

DEEP WATERS

KATE CHARLES

Detective Inspector Neville Stewart is recalled from his honeymoon to investigate the death of a baby with
celebrity parents.

DEKOK AND THE GEESE OF DEATH

A.C. BAANTJER

Baantjer brings to life Inspector Dekok in another stirring potboiler full of suspenseful twists and unusual
conclusions.

THE KILLINGS ON JUBLIEE TERRACE

ROBERT BARNARD+

A soap opera actor dies in what appears to be an innocent pedestrian accident, but Detective Inspector
Charlie Peace receives information that indicates murder.

MURDER IN MYKONOS

JEFFREY SIGER

A young woman on holiday on Mykonos, the most famous of Greece’s Aegean Cycladic islands, simply
disappears off the face of the earth, and no one notices.

SANCTUARY

KEN BRUEN+

P.I. Jack Taylor carelessly disregards a list of victims and it is only until a child is added that he springs into
actions to find a killer unknowingly close to him.

SPADE AND ARCHER

JOE GORES

The actions and events that formed Sam Spade leading up to the Maltese Falcon case, which includes
murders, money, and of course, mistresses.

STONE’S FALL

IAIN PEARS+

Chronologically in reverse, Stone’s Fall is about John Stone, a financier and an arms dealer who dies in
suspicious circumstances.

TAOS CHILL

LINDA LEA CASTLE

Author Carmen Pollini must convince local Sheriff Blaines she is innocent of murder before her number-one
fan admires her to death.

AUDIOBOOKS
READING LOLITA IN TEHRAN

AZAR NAFISI*

An autobiographical account of Nafisi’s work with young women in revolutionary Iran.

16cds.

+ McNAUGHTON RENTAL

*Gift of Jack Silverberg
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FEATURED SELECTIONS
THE FOOD OF A YOUNGER LAND

MARK KURLANSKY+

A look at the Federal Writer’s Project of the Great Depression, which sent writers of all backgrounds
throughout the nation to gather ideas on American cookery and its impact on national life. Featuring a broad
spectrum of interesting recipes from America’s pre-fast food days, Kurlansky comments on the eating habits
based on seasons and traditions, which helped form attitudes and customs throughout the nation. 397pp., illus.

IN THE VALLEY OF KINGS

DANIEL MEYERSON

Complete with historic photographs, Meyerson brings the real story behind Howard Carter’s legacy after he
discovered King Tut’s tomb. A diligent archaeologist, Carter often struggled more than succeeded, especially
when he came head to head with critics, which nearly led to his downfall and almost sealed off the coveted
tomb forever.
230pp., illus.

VANISHED SMILE: THE MYSTERIOUS THEFT OF THE MONA LISA

R.A. SCOTTI

Almost 100 years ago the Mona Lisa disappeared from the Louvre and while no one initially noticed, the fervor
pushed Leonardo’s masterpiece into the spotlight. Scotti delves into the historic drama surrounding the
disappearance and investigates the accusations against Pablo Picasso, as well as looking into the clues that
finally led police to the painting after 2 years.
241pp., illus.

ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
NEWPORT VILLAS

MICHAEL C. KATHRENS

A survey of the gilded mansions of Newport, Rhode Island during the late 19th century and the architectural, as
well as, social, revival of the summer resort town featuring the citizens’ glamorous lifestyles.
383pp., illus.

POCKET GUIDE TO LOS ANGELES ARCHITECTURE

JUDITH PAINE McBRIEN

One hundred must-see architectural highlights including a wide range of renovated gems and famous
landmarks such as Grauman’s Chinese Theatre.
143pp., illus.

10 ARCHITECTURAL WALKS IN MANHATTAN

FRANCIS MORRONE AND MATTHEW A. POSTAL

Featuring the great buildings, spaces, and neighborhoods of Manhattan; includes Madison Square, Art Deco
structures in Midtown, the Beaux-Arts grandeur of Grand Central Terminal, and the well-known Central Park.
Complete with maps, transit information, and color photographs.
303pp., illus.

VANISHED SMILE: THE MYSTERIOUS THEFT OF MONA LISA

R. A. SCOTTI

In 1911, Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa was stolen from the Louvre in Paris, seemingly right under the noses
of the museum staff. Scotti examines the theft and eventual trial of Vincenzo Peruggia for the notorious crime.
241pp., illus.

BIOGRAPHY
BYRON IN LOVE

EDNA O’BRIEN

O’Brien brings readers the essential and enchanting truths of Lord Byron’s short, yet epic existence. An
irresistible poet of the 19th century with insatiable personal desires, artists and historians alike are fascinated by
his alluring temperament, his inspiring career, and his political work for the liberation of Greece.
228pp.

CHEEVER

BLAKE BAILEY

A chronicle of John Cheever’s secret personal life and a look at his inner demons, in addition to his fiction
centered on postwar America.
770pp., illus.

MISTRESS OF THE MONARCHY

ALISON WEIR

The life of Katherine Swynford, Duchess of Lancaster, and her scandalous affair with John of Gaunt, a married
man, of which eventually bore British sovereigns such as Queen Elizabeth II.
392pp., illus.

ZIEGFELD

ETHAN MORDDEN

A look at Florenz Ziegfeld, who created the glamorous world of show business, and transformed sensuous
young ladies into the infamous Ziegfeld Girls.
335pp., illus.

HISTORY & POLITICS
THE AMERICAN FUTURE

SIMON SCHAMA

The author uses historical examples to discuss four key issues of the 2008 U.S. presidential election; war,
religion, race, and immigration.
408pp., illus.

FORDLANDIA

GREG GRANDIN

Insight into Henry Ford’s Brazilian brain child Fordlandia, where he attempted to instill an American lifestyle in
the jungles of the Amazon. However, the project quickly backfired as the settlement was rejected by the
indigenous inhabitants.
416pp.

IN THE VALLEY OF KINGS

DANIEL MEYERSON

Narrative nonfiction look at Howard Carter, the discovery of King Tut’s tomb, and the subsequent
consequences and curses.
230pp., illus.

THE MYTH OF THE RATIONAL MARKET

JUSTIN FOX

Chronicling the frequent up and downs of Wall Street; focusing on the efficient market theory and the modern
financial industry, which encompasses numerous risks and rewards.
382pp.

MISCELLANEOUS
THE FOOD OF A YOUNGER LAND

MARK KURLANSKY+

A look at the Federal Writer’s Project of the 1930’s, which sent writers of all backgrounds throughout the
nation to gather ideas on American cookery and its impact on national life. Featuring a broad spectrum of
interesting recipes from America’s pre-fast food days, Kurlansky comments on the eating habits based on
seasons, regions, and traditions, which helped form attitudes and customs throughout the nation.
397pp.

LIFE ASCENDING

NICK LANE

An assessment of ten great inventions of evolution and how they transformed all forms of life as well as the
planet, ranging from the complex nature of DNA to the various modes of reproduction.
344pp., illus.

THE PLEASURES AND SORROWS OF WORK

ALAIN de BOTTON

An exploration of the joys and perils of the modern workplace; de Botton searches for what makes jobs
individually fulfilling or disastrous.
326pp., illus.

FICTION
ANDEAN EXPRESS

JUAN de RECACOECHEA

A hodge-podge of characters from all walks of life converge on a Bolivian train; featuring a well-to-do recent
high school graduate who becomes ensnared by a former classmate heading towards an unwelcome
arranged marriage.
172pp.

THE ANGEL’S GAME

CARLOS RUIZ ZAFON

A young author with a troubled past is commissioned to write a haunting book in exchange for a fortune, but
things become oddly eerie while working and living in an abandoned mansion.
531pp.

AWAKENING

S.J. BOLTON

A man poisoned by snake venom requires the expertise of a reclusive veterinary surgeon who sifts through
abandoned houses, ancient rituals, and a long-ago tragedy, which forces survivors into a deadly secrecy, from
the author of Sacrifice.
393pp.

BETWEEN THE ASSASSINATIONS

ARAVIND ADIGA+

A showcase of characters in Kittur, India featuring fantastic women; rich and poor, a loyal little girl, an extremist
student, and a childless couple, from the acclaimed author of The White Tiger.
339pp.

THE DAKOTA CIPHER

WILLIAM DIETRICH

Ethan Gage, accompanied by an odd-ball Norwegian, sets out to explore the Louisiana Territory, prior to Lewis
and Clark, under Thomas Jefferson’s orders to investigate wild reports of wooly mammoths and Indians. The
pair secretly vies for the mythical Thor’s Hammer while encountering hostile British loyalists, Indians, and the
disciples of an Egyptian snake cult.
368pp.

DEATH IN THE FAMILY

James Agee EDITED BY MICHAEL A. LOFARO

A modern critical edition of James Agee’s manuscript; a novel based on his childhood and his attempts to
understand his father’s death.
582pp.

DRAWING IN THE DUST

ZOE KLEIN+

Archaeologist Page Brookstone is recruited by a young Arab couple to investigate their grounds after claiming
their home is haunted by extreme feelings of love and desire. After unearthing religious remains that may alter
history, she attempts to reveal a love affair that contrasts with centuries-old interpretations.
358pp.

FREE AGENT

JEREMY DUNS+

Commissioned to persecute Nazi war criminals in 1945, M16 agent Paul Dark faces traitorous charges at the
hands of a KGB agent in Nigeria nearly 25 years later, prompting Dark to flee London and confront the alleged
treason head-on.
342pp.

IN THE KITCHEN

MONICA ALI+

Gabriel, an executive chef, is trying to juggle reality and his dreams when the discovery of a dead man in his
kitchen produces a seductive young woman, with peculiar ties to the deceased, who changes the course of
Gabriel’s life and alters his future.
436pp.

THE MEMORY COLLECTOR

MEG GARDINER+

A forensic psychiatrist is summoned to evaluate an erratic man with amnesia, who may be the key to
preventing a biological disaster in San Francisco.

THE SECRET SPEECH

354pp.

TOM ROB SMITH+

It’s 1956 in the Soviet Union and a former state security office is tormented by his past deeds and as he vies
for the affection of his adopted daughters, while someone consumed by vengeance threatens the post-Stalin
calm.
407pp.

THE STORY SISTERS

ALICE HOFFMAN+

Three sisters leading very separate lives must meet their fates alone while struggling with love, loss,
detectives, and demons.

STRANGERS

325pp.

ANITE BROOKNER+

A man overwhelmed by loneliness jets off to Venice where he encounters an intriguing younger woman;
however, upon his return to London he is confronted by an ex-girlfriend; these two women cause him to
reassess the smallest details of his life and will bring him to a paramount decision.
235pp.

WANDERING STARS

SHOLEM ALEICHEM

A love story about two wandering celebrities who flee their small Russian town and join a Yiddish acting
company; from the author whose stories inspired Fiddler on the Roof.
425pp.

THE WEDDING GIRL

MADELEINE WICKHAM+

A young woman is engaged to a wealthy man who idolizes her and is facing the wedding of a century, but a
long ago secret resurfaces and when “I do” gives you déjà vu, it could be a problem.
327pp.

THE WINNER STANDS ALONE

PAULO COELHO

Taking place over the course of twenty-four hours during the Cannes Film Festival, The Winner Stands Alone
is set in the exciting worlds of fashion and cinema.
343pp.

AUDIOBOOKS
JIM MORRISON

STEPHEN DAVIS*

An account of the great rock legend of The Doors with detailed accounts of his strict upbringing, his explosion
into Los Angeles’ avant-garde music scene, and his tumultuous personal life.
12 tapes.

DETECTIVES

THE BAKER STREET LETTERS

MICHAEL ROBERTSON+

Two attorneys, brothers, occupy Sherlock Holmes’s old residence on Baker Street and receive a letter,
addressed to the legendary detective, from a child with a missing father in Los Angeles. A story of wits that
Holmes’s fans will adore.
288pp.

BITTER TIDE

ANN STAMOS

The debut novel for the Ellis Island Mystery Series features Ellis Island’s superintendent Joseph Hannegan
trying to cleanse the corrupt and solve and immigrant’s murder.
411pp.

BRIMSTONE

ROBERT B. PARKER+

Everett Hitch and Virgil Cole return a year after their bout in Appaloosa to save Virgil’s lost love Allie, who
turned to prostitution for survival but seeks redemption in a local church housing a dangerous leader. 293pp.

DEATH WORE WHITE

JIM KELLY

A man is murdered among other motorists while stranded in a blizzard and it is up to rookie Detective Inspector
Peter Shaw to solve the clueless case under the wing of his veteran partner with a suspicious past.
399pp.

DIAMONDS IN DISGUISE

TESSA BARCLAY

The newest addition to the Gregory Crowne series finds Greg in Rome to investigate a missing painting after
being summoned by his unusual grandmother.
218pp.

FINGER LICKIN’ FIFTEEN

JANET EVANOVICH+

Bounty hunter Stephanie Plum is recruited by a murder witness who is due to receive a million dollar reward for
the capture of the figure who beheaded a celebrity chef.
308pp.

HARD STOP

CHRIS KNOPF

Sam Acquillo is coerced into the elite and corrupt social scene of the Hamptons when a very important woman
goes missing.
264pp.

KENNEDY’S BRAIN

HENRY MANKELL

Upon discovering her adult son dead by apparent suicide, a mother and her ex-husband investigate the dark
underworld of the AIDS epidemic in search of the truth.
328pp.

MURDER IN THE DARK

KERRY GREENWOOD

Phryne Fisher decides to attend the Last Great Party of 1928 in Melbourne despite warnings to keep away, but
when one of the party’s hosts, Gerald Templar, discovers his adopted son has vanished; Fisher must unmask
a dangerous assassin dubbed the Joker before she’s next.
266pp.

WILD SORROW

SANDI AULT

Jamaica Wild is searching for an injured mountain lion in an arctic storm when she stumbles upon a
desecrated body while taking refuge in an old Indian school.

+ McNAUGHTON RENTAL

* Gift of Flora Becker
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FEATURED SELECTIONS
AMERICAN PASSAGE

VINCENT J. CANNATO

Cannato brings our nation’s mythology to life with the history of Ellis Island. Once a destination for doomed
pirates, it transformed in the late 19th century to become known as the entrance to America. With dramatic and
bittersweet accounts from immigrants and officials alike, this often heart-wrenching epic provides readers with
a first hand look at our ancestors’ struggles to start anew.
487pp., illus.

ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
CONCRETE REVERIES

MARK KINGWELL

A playful and lyrical look at how we occupy city space and why place is so important to who we are; from
ordinary family homes to modern airports, Kingwell investigates how we interact with our surroundings.
292pp., illus.

PHILIP JOHNSON: THE CONSTANCY OF CHANGE

EDITED BY

Emmanuel Petit

The first in-depth study of Johnson’s architectural career following his death.

278pp., illus.

BIOGRAPHY
AGENT ZIGZAG

BEN MACINTYRE

Eddie Chapman was a charming criminal and conman, as well as a double agent for Britain. Allegedly working
for Germany during WWII, Chapman was actually crisscrossing Europe gathering intelligence for the Allies.
Macintyre uses recently declassified files to compile his compelling biography on Agent Zigzag; a con artist,
philanderer, a dutiful agent.
364pp., illus.

DANCING TO THE PRECIPICE

CAROLINE MOOREHEAD

A compelling biography of Lucie de la Tour du Pin, an eminent chronicler in an era that encompassed the
lavishness of Marie Antoinette to the violent rise and fall of Napoleon.
480pp., illus.

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE: THE MAKING OF AN ICON

MARK BOSTRIDGE

Bostridge’s exquisitely detailed inquiry into the life of the pacifist and feminist public health pioneer.

672pp.

HISTORY & POLITICS
AMERICAN PASSAGE

VINCENT J. CANNATO

The masterfully illuminated story of Ellis Island during one of the greatest mass immigrations ever; includes
accounts of immigrants, officials, interpreters, and social reformers.
487pp., illus.

THE BROTHER GARDENERS

ANDREA WULF

In the 18th century, an American farmer mailed native seeds to London and formed a friendship with a British
botanist who cultivated and radically changed the British landscape with new American plants.
354pp., illus.

THE DEATH OF CAPTAIN COOK: A HERO MADE AND UNMADE

GLYN WILLIAMS

The author examines the widely varying accounts of the death of the British explorer in the Hawaiian Islands in
1780, in a style more akin to a detective novel than an historical compilation.
197pp., illus.

DIGGING IN THE CITY OF BROTHERLY LOVE

REBECCA YAMIN

Yamin, an urban archaeologist, takes readers through a series of excavations that unearth new discoveries
regarding life in the 18th and 19th centuries in Philadelphia.
239pp., illus.

THE ILLUSTRIOUS DEAD

STEPHAN TALTY

Napoleon was at the peak of his reign when he began his quest for Russia in 1812 and it seemed nothing
could agitate his militant empire. However, his troops began to drop like flies as, unbeknownst to Napoleon
and his frantic doctors, typhus had taken hold of the battlefield; a look into the pathogen’s origins and its
disastrous effects on Napoleon’s empire.
315pp., illus.

KNICKERBOCKER

ELIZABETH L. BRADLEY

Interesting perspective on Washington Irving’s early 19th century satiric character Diedrich Knickerbocker and
Knickerbocker’s belief that everything good, powerful, and proud in New York City could be traced to New
Amsterdam.
191pp.

MILE-HIGH FEVER

DENNIS DRABELLE

A vivid portrait of Comstock Lode, the silver mines in Nevada. Drabelle provide insight into the American West
and the mine’s benefits as well as some of the more tragic consequences.
282pp.

MISCELLANEOUS
BUILDING A HOME WITH MY HUSBAND

RACHEL SIMON

Simon takes readers on an intimate journey as she renovates her home with her husband. Through design
sketches to the last stroke of paint, she assesses the various stages of her life and begins a new sort of
renovation.
257pp.

NUTS!

KEVIN AND JACKIE FREIBERG**

A trip inside Southwest Airlines’ incredible success through unorthodox business strategies and unusual ideas.
364pp., illus.

TRAVEL
FODOR’S EGYPT
A modern guide to the ancient cities.

FROMMER’S GREECE
A guide with a native’s input and advice for traveling.

*
377pp., illus.

*
692pp., illus.

BACKROADS AND BYWAYS OF NEW MEXICO

*

Follow Moore through hidden canyons and quiet trails; complete with packaged day trips and weekend
getaways.
237pp., illus.

INSIGHT GUIDES NEW MEXICO

*

Maps, museums, and top attractions.

353pp., illus.

OMAN, U.A.E., AND ARABIAN PENINSULA

*

More off-the-beaten-track U.A.E. information than any other guide.

596pp., illus.

OPEN ROAD’S BEST OF PARIS

*

Numerous excursions for a traveler’s realistic time-frame.

232pp., illus.

RICK STEVES’ PARIS 2007

*

The notorious guidebook for the most romantic city in the world.

582pp., illus.

FODOR’S SINGAPORE

*

A guide to wildlife, shopping, and native culture.

191pp., illus.

FICTION
APPASIONATA

EVA HOFFMAN

A contemporary story of love and conflict between a renowned concert pianist and a political exile.

CHORAL SOCIETY

265pp.

PRUE LEITH

Three women in various stages of their marriages team up after meeting in a choir and decide to open a spa
from the decrepit remains of an old Cornish hotel. They embark on a journey to confront their individual
demons and learn a little something about life along the way.
313pp.

THE DEFECTOR

DANIEL SILVA+

Gabriel Allon is trying to enjoy his honeymoon after the conclusion of Moscow Rules when he learns the
Russian spy who saved his life has vanished and is accused of being a double agent. Allon and his operatives
are pitted against a violent arms dealer in an attempt to clear his friend’s soiled name and keep him out of
harm’s way.
469pp.

EVEN

ANDREW GRANT

David Trevellyan is framed for a homeless man’s murder; a modern-day James Bond, he takes matters into
his own hands in order to redeem himself.
341pp.

THE GENESIS SECRET

TOM KNOX

A war reporter is sent to an archaeological dig after the oldest human civilization, the birthplace of Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam, is uncovered while a Scotland Yard detective is dealing with a handful of gruesome and
possibly mystical murders.
369pp.

THE GIRL WHO PLAYED WITH FIRE

STIEG LARSSON

Mikael Blomkist, the crusading journalist from The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, is about to publish an
incriminating story regarding the Swedish sex trade when two reporters are murdered and the primary suspect
is Blomkist’s old friend Lisbeth Salander, who must revisit her dark past to save herself.
503pp.

THE IGNORANCE OF BLOOD

ROBERT WILSON

The final installment of the Javier Falcon murder mysteries features the Inspector in the middle of an
international conspiracy while he struggles with personal and professional issues; set in Seville, Spain. 422pp.

JERICHO’S FALL

STEPHEN L. CARTER+

A former head of the CIA is on his deathbed when he summons the woman he threw his career away for years
ago; instead of saying goodbye she is drawn into an explosive battle over a formidable secret coveted by
governments and powerful corporations alike.
355pp.

NEMESIS

JO NESBØ

Police Detective Harry Hole’s old flame is murdered the day after they reunite while his girlfriend is away,
making him the number one suspect.
474pp., map.

RED ROVER

SUSAN STEWART

In her most recent collection, National Book Critics Circle Award winning poet Susan Stewart discusses the
simple beauty of the past, the paradoxes of the present, and the divergent choices of the future.
105pp.

A RELIABLE WIFE

ROBERT GOOLRICK

A pious young woman moves to the country to be with a stranger after responding to his ad in the paper.
However, she is not what she seems and there are darker motives at hand.
291pp.

THE WALKING PEOPLE

MARY BETH KEANE

A young Irish woman runs away to America to prove herself and struggles for fifty years to keep her past
separate and hidden from her close-knit family.
392pp.

WANTING

RICHARD FLANAGAN

A novel set in mid-19th century South Pacific, studying the effects of tragedy and desire on all people, whether
“civilized” or not.
252pp.

AUDIOBOOKS
ROAD DOGS

ELMORE LEONARD***

An inmate serving a thirty year sentence meets a wealthy Cuban criminal who reduces his sentence and while
waiting for his friend to be released, this former prisoner meets up with the man’s wife who happens to have an
extortion plan in mind for her detained husband. This story begs the question; who can one really trust? 6cds

DETECTIVES
ALL THE DEAD VOICES

DECLAN HUGHES

Three separate men are suspected of killing a woman’s father fifteen years ago and Dublin PI Ed Loy is on the
case. However, he is simultaneously investigating a dead soccer star with connections to one of the suspects.
311pp.

BREAKING FAITH

ANNA BLUNDY

War correspondent Faith Zanetti is studying an old airplane bombing when the truth begins to hit too close to
home.
275pp.

GET REAL

DONALD E. WESTLAKE+

Seasoned crook John Dortmunder is planning another job when a reality show decides to push the limits and
follow the gang as they embark on another one of their comical debacles.
278pp.

LIVING WITNESS

JANE HADDAM

A stubborn elderly woman is found beaten to the brink of death in a small town torn over an educational debate
and Gregor Demarkian is called in as an unbiased investigator.
391pp.

THE LORD OF DEATH

ELIOT PATTISON

An exiled man witnesses the shooting of two women and must find the killer in order to save his son from a
horrible fate in a ruthless Chinese prison.
314pp.

MORTAL FRIENDS

JANE STANTON HITCHCOCK

Set in the wealthy glamour of the nation’s capital, a serial killer disturbs the socialites and brings an out of place
detective to a young woman’s doorstep.
334pp.

PAPER BUTTERFLY

DIANE WEI LIANG

Private detective Mei Lang must find a missing starlet in China’s capital city while an enraged, and recently
freed, labor camp detainee is looking for something of his own.
227pp.

THE SEPTEMBER SOCIETY

CHARLES FINCH

Set in 1866, a student at Oxford disappears and Detective Charles Lenox discovers bizarre clues referring to
an unknown group, the September Society, which is quickly implicated in murder.
310pp.

WHISPERS OF THE DEAD

SIMON BECKETT

British doctor David Hunter is thrust into his first U.S. murder investigation after a horribly decomposed body is
discovered in a remote cabin in Tennessee, but the evidence shows the crime is too methodical to be amateur
and it appears a very intelligent serial killer is on the loose.
307pp.
+ McNAUGHTON RENTAL
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FEATURED SELECTIONS
ROBERTSON DAVIES: A PORTRAIT IN MOSAIC

VAL ROSS

The biography of Robertson Davies: a larger than life character and renowned journalist, newspaper editor,
professor, and author. This unique biography has one hundred plus contributions from family members, fellow
writers, Hollywood stars, and Davies’ own personal recollections. A vivid portrait of his life and his work. 385pp.

OFF THE TOURIST TRAIL

FOREWORD BY BILL BRYSON

A team of expert travel writers reveals a thousand fresh travel destinations and ideas from every continent
other than your usual overrated tourist traps. They describe ideal vacation getaways that are less crowded,
less expensive alternatives. Includes stunning photographs of architectural marvels and world wonders from
the Chilean lakes to the Puning Temple.
336pp., illus.

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

EDITED BY

ROBERT TWOMBLY

A collection of twenty-one powerful literary selections of Wright’s work from 1900 to the late 1930s. His
writings made an impact on America and Europe, influencing the development of the Modern movement
303pp., illus.

ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

EDITED BY

ROBERT TWOMBLY

A collection of twenty-one selections of Wright’s most powerful literary works, which made a powerful impact
worldwide.
303pp., illus.

JOSÉPHINE AND THE ARTS OF THE EMPIRE

EDITED BY

Examines the impact of Napoleon’s wife’s patronage of early 19th century arts.

THE VENUS FIXERS

ELEANOR P. DELORME
207pp., illus.

ILARIA DAGNINI BREY

A spellbinding take on a little known chapter of World War II; Brey investigates the Allied Forces’ appointed
monuments officers, a group comprised of artists, historians, architects, and curators, who were entreated to
protect Europe’s treasures at any cost. Whether they were moving paintings under night’s cover or planning
with army strategists to avoid bombing a city center, the results of their efforts to preserve history are still
evident today.
308pp. illus.

BIOGRAPHY
ROBERTSON DAVIES: A PORTRAIT IN MOSAIC

VAL ROSS

The biography of Robertson Davies through reminiscences of family members, fellow writers, and Davies’ own
personal recollections.
385pp.

THE SECRET LIFE OF MARILYN MONROE

J. RANDY TARABORRELI+

The story of Marilyn Monroe and her rise to becoming a world famous icon. Stories of Monroe’s battles with
mental deterioration, schizophrenia, the Kennedys, and interviews with the FBI. Includes newly discovered,
never before published photographs.
560pp., illus.

THE WILDERNESS WARRIOR

DOUGLAS BRINKLEY

A look at the life and achievements of Theodore Roosevelt as president of the United States and as a wellknown naturalist.
940pp., illus.

HISTORY & POLITICS
THE FIRST FAMILY

MIKE DASH+

Historian and journalist Mike Dash brings to life the rise of organized crime in America from the 1890s-1920s,
featuring the Morello syndicate. Dash researches and illuminates the head of the syndicate, Giuseppe Morello,
with untapped archives, transcripts, and accounts from remaining family members.
375pp., illus.

GILDED YOUTH

KATE CAMBOR

Cambor illustrates the lives of three celebrated heirs during a time of change and unrest during late 19th
century France. León Dandet, son of the popular writer Alphonse Dandet, Jean-Baptiste Charrot, son of famed
neurologist Jean-Martin Charrot, and Jeanne Hugo, beloved granddaughter of Victor Hugo, were the center of
the limelight and Cambor captures the hopes and tragedies of their time.
323pp.

THE LADY IN RED

HALLIE RUBENHOLD

Full of intimate details and written with great flair, this true history presents a chronicle of the scandalous and
highly publicized divorce of Lady Seymour Dorothy Fleming and Sir Richard Worsley, who sued his wife’s lover
for damages.
308pp., illus.

WRESTLING WITH MOSES

ANTHONY FLINT

Famous urban planner vs. young housewife; the notorious saga of Jane Jacobs rising up with ordinary citizens
against Robert Moses as he planned an urban renewal for the already culturally rich neighborhood of
Greenwich Village.
231pp., illus.

MISCELLANEOUS
THE AGE OF ENTANGLEMENT

LOUISA GILDER

An exploration of one of the fundamental concepts of quantum physics: establishing and understanding its
existence.
443pp.

EVERY PATIENT TELLS A STORY

LISA SANDERS, M.D.

Dr. Lisa Sanders take you into the process of diagnosing patients with mystery symptoms to understand the
expertise and intuition that doctors must acquire to make life saving decisions.
276pp.

JANE BRODY’S GUIDE TO THE GREAT BEYOND

JANE BRODY

A practical primer to help you and your loved ones prepare medically, legally, and emotionally for the end of
life.
287pp., illus.

THE LITERATURE OF COLLECTING & OTHER ESSAYS

RICHARD WENDORF*

From the Boston Athenaeum’s Librarian, The Literature of Collecting provides readers with a new compilation
of essays regarding the nature of collecting and the rich fictional texts that take collecting as their focus. 366pp.

MY GRAMMAR AND I…OR SHOULD THAT BE ME?

CAROLINE TAGGART & J.A. WINES

A delightful handbook that offers practical and humorous guidance on how to avoid falling into language
blunders.
175pp.

OFF THE TOURIST TRAIL

FOREWORD BY

BILL BRYSON

A team of expert travel writers reveals a thousand fresh travel destinations and ideas from every continent
other than your usual overrated tourist traps.
336pp., illus.

FICTION
THE ARMS MAKER OF BERLIN

DAN FESPERMAN+

A spy novel that spans half a century finds history professor Nat Turnbill working with the FBI to find World War
II documents stolen by his old mentor. When his estranged friend winds up dead he realizes there are other
deadly competitors involved.
367pp.

THE CALLIGRAPHER’S DAUGHTER

EUGENIA KIM

In early 20th century Korea as Japan begins its worldwide assault, a young woman longs for independence
from her traditional father. She is aided by her mother through increasing oppression in an effort to pursue an
education and, surprisingly, she even finds love. But all of her good fortune is about to run out ...
384pp.

DARLING JIM

CHRISTIAN MOERK

A story within a story about a postman who finds a mysterious diary in the dead-letter bin at the post office. The
diary is from beyond the grave and has only just begun.
288pp.

A GATE AT THE STAIRS

LORRIE MOORE+

Twenty- year old Tassie Keltjin is a college student when America is gearing up to go to war in the Middle East.
She must juggle the responsibilities of school, a job, and family and notices herself changing with time; from
the author of Birds of America.
321pp.

GIRL IN A BLUE DRESS

GAYNOR ARNOLD+

A novel inspired by the life and marriage of Charles Dickens. After the death of her famous husband, Dorothea
finds the strength she seemed to lose when she had children and finally faces the people that hurt her
throughout her life.
414pp.

HAVANA FEVER

LEONARDO PADURA

A story set in today’s Cuba. A retired policeman is drawn back to work to investigate a singer’s disappearance
and a murder. Translated from the Spanish.
282pp.

HOMER & LANGLEY

E.L. DOCTOROW

Brothers, one blind, and one damaged from war, live in their dilapidated 5th Avenue Mansion as world events
play out through their eyes and they try to create meaning for themselves.
208pp.

INHERENT VICE

THOMAS PYNCHON

Doc Sportello is visited by his missing ex-girlfriend, who comes to him with a crazy story about a plot to kill a
billionaire landowner. Doc is soon drawn into a bizarre tangle of motives with interesting characters at the tailend of the psychedelic 60s.
369pp.

THE PROSECUTION RESTS

EDITED BY

Twenty-two riveting stories that explore the high-stakes world of the courtroom.

RELENTLESS

LINDA FAIRSTEIN
418pp.

DEAN KOONTZ

A best selling novelist debuts a new book that is met with brutal criticism from a menacing critic with, as the
novelist and his family come to realize, a harrowing reputation. Quickly on the run, the family realizes they are
up against an extreme force bent on destroying and leaving no traces.
356pp.

RULES OF VENGENCE

CHRISTOPHER REICH+

A terrorist attack pries Jonathan and his wife Emma apart on their romantic getaway. Jonathan escapes
capture to save Emma, only to find out she has been a part of a conspiracy the whole time. From the author of
Rules of Deception.
419pp.

SOUTH OF BROAD

PAT CONROY+

A teenager rebuilding his life after his brother’s tragic suicide befriends an odd group of students including a set
of twins, a pair of runaways, and a socialite. Their friendships span from 1960s counterculture through the
dawn of the AIDS crisis in the 1980s as they tackle adolescence, racial prejudices, and hard-won successes. 514pp.

THAT OLD CAPE MAGIC

RICHARD RUSSO+

A man in the middle of his life finds himself confronting his parents, their failed marriage, his own troubled one,
and his daughter’s newly married life. From the Pulitzer Prize winning author of Empire Falls and Bridge of
Sighs.
261pp.

TRADING DREAMS AT MIDNIGHT

DIANE MCKINNEY-WHETSTONE

A mother abandons her two adolescent daughters with their grandmother; this poignant novel follows the girls
two decades later chronicling their search for redemption and rebirth.
312pp.

VANISHED

JOSEPH FINDER+

Nick Heller, an investigator with a private intelligence firm, is trying to find his estranged brother, Roger, after he
and his wife are attacked. Roger has mysteriously disappeared and it is up to Nick to keep his beloved sisterin-law and nephew safe.
388pp.

DETECTIVES
BLINDMAN’S BLUFF

FAYE KELLERMAN+

The New York Times best selling author depicts a murder of a billionaire in Los Angeles. His wife and several
employees are also found dead. Homicide detective Decker must travel up and down the California coast to try
to figure out if this was simply murder or something far more twisted.
390pp.

THE CONVICT’S SWORD

I.J. PARKER

Lord Sugawara Akitada abandons his past as senior secretary in the Ministry of Justice to avenge his wronged
friend’s death and right the injustices committed against the deceased’s family. Set in 11th century Japan. 476pp.

EVEN MONEY

DICK FRANCIS & FELIX FRANCIS+

A gambler meets his father for the first time on his deathbed. He warns him to “be very careful.” But of what?
Of whom? He finds himself in a race for his life.
350pp.

FATAL LIES

FRANK TALLIS

The author of Vienna Blood tells a tale of Detective Rheinhardt having to solve a murder of a military cadet
while having to balance a conflicted love triangle in Vienna.
439pp.

FATHER’S DAY

KEITH GILMAN

A disgraced cop-turned P.I. is asked to track down an old friend’s teenage daughter. In doing so, he uncovers
dark truths about his friend’s alleged suicide and the hardships of the young girl.
259pp.

SAND SHARKS

MARGARET MARON+

Judge Deborah Knott attends a summer conference for NC district court judges at Wrightsville Beach when
during her peaceful retreat her colleague is found strangled. Determined to catch the killer she begins her own
investigation and comes to realize she is not only a target, but that anyone and everyone could be involved.
291pp.

SKELETON HILL

PETER LOVESEY

Detective Superintendent Peter Diamond is on the case after a young woman’s body is discovered at
Lansdown Hill during a Civil War reenactment. After another man shows up dead, Diamond is confronted by
vigilantes, his boss, and puzzling clues.
326pp.

SELF’S MURDER

BERNHARD SCHLINK

P.I. Gerhard Self is commissioned by a partner of a prominent bank to investigate a silent player, which unveils
two murders and Self’s possible son, from the author of The Reader.
262pp.

206 BONES

KATHY REICHS+

Temperance Brennan findis herself in an uncomfortable position: bound hands to feet in a dark, enclosed
space. She must try to figure out who would do this to her before it’s too late.
308pp.

THE VEILS OF VENICE

EDWARD SKLEPOWICH

Urbino Macintyre is helping a friend when her cousin is found stabbed to death. This crime of passion appears
to have occurred within the family, or very close to it.
213pp.

THE WATER’S EDGE

KARIN FOSSUM

A quarreling couple discovers a young boy’s body in the woods in this riveting portrait of a community in
turmoil. Inspectors Konrad Sejer and Jacob Skarre take on the case as yet another little boy disappears.227pp.

+ McNAUGHTON RENTAL
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ATHENÆUM BOOKSHELF
November 2009
(Books purchased for October 2009)

FEATURED SELECTIONS
PHILADELPHIA’S 1926 SESQUI-CENTENNIAL INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION

JAMES D. RISTINE

Before the sports complex, food distribution center and international airport occupied South Philadelphia, the
vast area three miles south of City Hall was primarily swampland. In 1926, this area was used to host an
international “world’s fair” for the nation’s 150th birthday. Ristine’s book explains the event, accompanied by
hundreds of fascinating photographs.
127pp., illus.

TRAVELING WITH POMEGRANATES

SUE MONK KIDD & ANN KIDD TAYLOR

Mother and daughter, Sue and Ann, are traveling together throughout Greece and France from 1998-2000.
They deal with their own internal struggles as they grow their mother-daughter connection. As Sue is aware of
her inevitable aging, she tries to reconnect with Ann, who is just out of college and heartbroken. The book
encompasses their reflections and inspirations as they visit sacred sites all around Europe.
282pp.

THE GOOD SOLDIERS

DAVID FINKEL

Pulitzer Prize winner Finkel tells an eyewitness account of “the surge” in Iraq through the eyes of the infantry
platoon 2-16 (also known as The Rangers), who were charged with taming one of the nastiest neighborhoods
in Baghdad. Finkel depicts a story of the good men, heroes and those who were ruined from the war. He looks
at the true story and the questionable success of the strategy.
284pp., illus.

ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
THE ARCHITECTURE OF GROSVENOR ATTERBURY

PETER PENNOYER & ANNE WALKER

A look at Grosvenor Atterbury (1869-1956) and his hundreds of architecture projects that ranged from grand
mansions to summer cottages built in twentieth century United States.
298pp., illus.

BIOGRAPHY
AN ARTIST IN TREASON

ANDRO LINKLATER

General James Wilkinson was commander in chief of the US Army and “Agent 13” in the Spanish Secret
Service, and he led his treacherous double life in full public view. Interesting view into the precarious struggle
for survival our young nation endured in the early 19th century.
392pp. illus.

THE BICYCLE RUNNER

G. FRANCO ROMAGNOLI

A memoir of love, loyalty, and the Italian Resistance. Food and cuisine expert Romagnoli, in what turned out to
be his final book, looks back at his adolescence during Mussolini’s fascist regime.
304pp.

THE LAST FOUNDING FATHER

HARLOW GILES UNGER

A detailed portrait of the nation’s 5th president, James Monroe, and his fantastically successful term in office.
388pp., illus.

WE TWO

GILLIAN GILL

The author separates myth from reality in this examination of the marriage between Great Britain’s Queen
Victoria, and her German cousin, Prince Albert, as they try to build a strong family and maintain a strong
empire in the 19th century.
460pp., illus.

TRAVEL
ALASKA

DK EYEWITNESS TRAVEL*

A travel guide to Alaska. Includes full color photographs of the state’s awesome glaciers, beautiful wildlife, and
a guide for how to get the most out of your stay.
311pp., illus.

THE NATIONAL PARKS: AMERICA’S BEST IDEA

DAYTON DUNCAN

Dayton Duncan and Ken Burns delve into the history of the park idea, from the creation of the world’s first
national park at Yellowstone, to the most recent additions to a system that encompasses nearly 400 sites and
84 million acres. Companion to the PBS-TV series.
403pp., illus.

HISTORY & POLITICS
AUTOMATS, TAXI DANCES, & VAUDEVILLE

DAVID FREELAND

Music author David Freeland combines architectural investigation with social history in order to show us the
fascinating and sometimes ribald world of New York City entertainment in the early 20th century.
268pp. illus.

THE GOOD SOLDIERS

DAVID FINKEL

Pulitzer Prize winner Finkel tells the story of “the surge” in Iraq through the eyes of an infantry platoon charged
with taming one of the nastiest neighborhoods in Baghdad.
284pp., illus.

THE LAST WITCH OF LANGENBURG

THOMAS ROBISHEAUX

Similar to Ann Wroe’s “A Fool and his Money,” the author (a professor of history at Duke University who
specializes in early Germany) examines the actual historical and trial records of a witch trial in 17th century
Germany. The book explores one of the earliest autopsies and uses its results to try to find the truth behind the
death of a young mother: was it accident or sorcery?
427pp., illus.

PHILADELPHIA’S 1926 SESQUI-CENTENNIAL INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION

JAMES D. RISTINE

Before the sports complex, food distribution center and international airport occupied South Philadelphia, the
vast area three miles south of City Hall was primarily swampland. In 1926, this area was used to host an
international “world’s fair” for the nation’s 150th birthday. Ristine’s book explains the event, accompanied by
hundreds of fascinating photographs.
127pp., illus.

MISCELLANEOUS
THE ART OF SIMPLE FOOD

ALICE WATERS

19 culinary lessons and 250 plus everyday recipes that illustrate how easy it is to eat wonderfully well if you
cook, eat, and live by Waters’ fundamental guidelines. Waters links eating seasonally and locally with
sustainability ideas to forge a simple but tasty celebration of food and cooking.
401pp. illus.

THE CASE FOR GOD

KAREN ARMSTRONG+

A study of faith and the changing nature of people’s relationship with the All Mighty from prehistoric times to the
modern era.
406pp.

HAVE A LITTLE FAITH

MITCH ALBOM+

Tuesdays with Morrie author Mitch Albom describes two very different spiritual advisors, a Jewish rabbi of a
wealthy congregation and a reformed, inner city Christian pastor, explaining parallels in their lives and work.
249pp.

THE MAN WHO LOVED BOOKS TOO MUCH

ALLISON HOOVER BARTLETT

A true crime story of an obsessed rare-book collector and thief, and the fanatical, self-appointed “biblodick”
determined to stop him.
274pp.

TRAVELING WITH POMEGRANATES

SUE MONK KIDD & ANN KIDD TAYLOR

Mother and daughter, Sue and Ann, travel together throughout Greece and France. They deal with their own
internal struggles as they grow their mother-daughter connection.
282pp.

FICTION
THE CAVALIER IN THE YELLOW DOUBLET

ARTURO PÉREZ-REVERTE

th

Set in the cosmopolitan world of 17 century Madrid, Captain Alatriste and his protégé Íñigo face predicaments
that bring them close to enemies and conspiracy and possibly the gallows. From the author of The Queen of
the South.
369pp.

A CHANGE IN ALTITUDE

ANITA SHREVE

A newly married couple set out on a year long adventure in Kenya. Patrick, practicing medicine, and his wife,
Margaret, engaging in photojournalism. The couple takes on an expedition of Mount Kenya and discovers
struggles and events that may have transformed them forever.
307pp.

DAY AFTER NIGHT

ANITA DIAMANT+

Based on the true story of the October 1945 rescue of prisoners from the Atlit Internment camp; it is a story
told through the eyes of four young women at the camp, all very different, finding friendship. From the author of
The Red Tent.
294pp.

FUGITIVE

PHILLIP MARGOLIN

Charlie Marsh, a petty thief and con man, becomes a national hero when he rescues the warden of a state
penitentiary during a prison riot, but he is also suspected of killing a U.S. congressman.
344pp.

HER FEARFUL SYMMETRY

AUDREY NIFFENEGGER

Two 20-year-old girls, Julia and Valentina, live together in a house in the Chicago suburbs. Seemingly
uninterested in college or finding a job, they receive news that their aunt in England has passed, and left them
her apartment.
406pp.

THE HIDDEN MAN

DAVID ELLIS+

The author of Eye of the Beholder and Line of Vision introduces Jason Kolarich, a young, intelligent attorney in
the Midwest. Kolarich is called to help a long-estranged friend who is being charged with murder. Meanwhile,
he is struggling with a tragedy that seems to be unraveling his life, plus everyone he holds close.
325pp.

LITTLE BIRD OF HEAVEN

JOYCE CAROL OATES+

A young wife and mother is found brutally murdered in Sparta, NY. Her estranged husband and her boyfriend
are the police’s two primary suspects. The children of the two men are both convinced it was the other’s father,
as two fated lovers meet their destiny.
442pp.

THE LOST ART OF GRATITUDE

ALEXANDER MCCALL SMITH+

At a child’s birthday party Isabel meets an old adversary, Minty Auchterlonie, a woman with ruthless ambition.
She also faces a dilemma with her professor, who accuses her of plagiarism, and the new man in her niece’s
life. Isabel snoops her way to the heart of every problem.
262pp.

THE LOST SYMBOL

DAN BROWN

The author of The Da Vinci Code tells a story of a deadly race through a real-world labyrinth of codes, secrets,
and unseen truths within the chambers, tunnels and temples of Washington, D.C.
509pp.
Also available: Large print copy+

LOVE AND SUMMER

WILLIAM TREVOR

Ellie Dillahan lives with her husband in a small Irish town. It’s a quiet life until she meets a young photographer
who is about to skip town. Ellie faces having to make an impossible decision after a poignant love affair. 211pp.

NO TIME TO WAVE GOODBYE

JACQUELYN MITCHARD+

From the author of The Deep End of the Ocean. The Cappadora children are grown: Ben married, Kenny
studying, and Vincent making films. Vincent writes a film about the families of abducted children to reflect on
Ben’s disappearance as a child. When the Cappadoras are drawn back into an emotional look at the past they
must relive the worst moments of their lives.
228pp.

PAST IMPERFECT

JULIAN FELLOWES

The best selling author of Snobs: the narrator is called upon by Damien Baxter, an old enemy of his for help.
Baxter is dying and desperate to find an heir to his fortune. The narrator embarks on a search that takes him
back to the extraordinary world of swinging London.
410pp.

THE PRIVATE PAPERS OF EASTERN JEWEL

MAUREEN LINDLEY

In 1914, an eight-year-old princess is caught spying and is sent away from her palace in Peking to Japan.
There she gains a scandalous reputation. She eventually finds herself in a situation escaping a Mongolian
marriage and going back to Peking working for the Japanese Secret Service. Based on a true story.
288pp.

TOP PRODUCER

NORB VONNEGUT+

Well-known and well-liked businessman Charlie Keleman is murdered in front of hundreds of party-goers. His
widow turns to his best friend, Grove, for help. Grove stumbles upon false statements and documents that put
a mark on Charlie’s memory. It seems like money, lots of money, can cover up anything.
342pp.

THE YEAR OF THE FLOOD

MARGARET ATWOOD+

It is a time where the social compact as well as environmental stability is wearing thin. A religious sect
predicted the occurrence of a natural disaster; only two women have seemed to survive it. They have to figure
their way through this strange, new, empty world. Are there others that survived?
434pp.

DETECTIVES
ALL MY ENEMIES

BARRY MAITLAND

Just as DS Kathy Kolla is supposed to start her new job at DCI David Brock’s Serious Crime Division, she is
found dead. All the clues lead back to her amateur theatre group whose plays seem to be a template for the
vicious crime. From the author of Dark Mirror and No Trace.
298pp.

ARCTIC CHILL

ARNALDUR INDRIDASON

The author of Jar City. In Iceland, a body of a young boy is found at an apartment building, frozen to the
ground by his own blood. Inspector Erlendur discovers some tension in the society. While looking for some
answers, he confronts the tragedy in his past. He finds facts even darker and colder than the night.
344pp.

BENEATH THE BLEEDING

VAL MCDERMID

Dr. Tony Hill is in the hospital recovering from injuries when one of the town’s soccer players is murdered. An
explosion at the soccer stadium causes DCI Carol Jordan and Tony to question the increasing series of crimes
in Bradfield. Uncovering the truth may lead to a very sinister discovery.
484pp.

THE BRUTAL TELLING

LOUISE PENNY

A stranger is found murdered at the village bistro and antiques store. Chief Inspector Gamache is called in to
strip back layers of lies, exposing treasures and secrets. The bistro owner, Olivier, is in the hot seat as the
investigation leads to him. From the author of A Rule Against Murder.
372pp.

THE DISAPPEARANCE AT PÈRE-LACHAISE

CLAUDE IZNER

The author of Murder on the Eiffel Tower tells a tale set in the time of the Moulin Rouge and the Panama
Canal, in Fin de Sièlce Paris. A widow is missing, and her maid, in her attempt to help, is found drowned. The
widow’s former lover, Victor, throws himself into two different investigations.
306pp.

HARDBALL

SARA PARETSKY+

V.I. Warshawski is investigating the missing Lamont Gadsden; it’s an investigation that has become somewhat
dangerous. She encounters her haunting family secrets and a plate full of vengeance. Then V.I.’s newly found
cousin turns up missing.
443pp.

HOTHOUSE ORCHID

STUART WOODS+

Special agent Holly Barker returns to her hometown, taking a break from the CIA. The town she remembers
seems to be different and an old danger may have resurfaced.
294pp.

THE PRICE OF MALICE

ARCHER MAYOR+

Joe Guntner and his investigation team try to unravel a suspected child predator’s murder. Joe is distracted
when evidence shows his girlfriend’s father and brother, who have been missing, might have been murdered.
308pp.

RED BONES

ANN CLEEVES

A Shetland Island community is intrigued when a set of human bones is found. Then, two women are found
murdered. Jimmy Perez uncovers a story about two feuding families that have divided the community. From
the author of Raven Black.
262pp.

SKULL DUGGERY

AARON ELKINS

Gideon and his wife travel to the Mexican village of Teotitlán del Valle, expecting to have a quiet, relaxing
vacation. But soon after arrival, Gideon already finds himself examining a corpse of a not-so-ordinary drifter,

becoming interested in a cold case and coming across a questionable mummy. From the author of Uneasy
Relations.
281pp.

AUDIO BOOKS
OUR MAN IN HAVANA

GRAHAM GREENE

A comedy thriller set in Cuba under the Batista Regime, an English vacuum salesman reluctantly becomes a
part of the British Secret Service to financially appease his daughter. Read by Jeremy Northam.
6 CDs/ 7hrs
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FEATURED SELECTIONS
A MOTHER’S NIGHTMARE

CATHY CRIMMINS+

Cathy Crimmins tells her story of finding out that her healthy twelve-year-old daughter had developed a
potentially fatal autoimmune disease. As a mother quests to save her daughter’s life, she becomes sick with
fear and worries herself. They travel from Philadelphia to the Minnesota Mayo Clinic and back as they undergo
the medical and emotional journey together. Cathy Crimmins is the author of Where is the Mango Princess?
175pp.

RELUCTANT CAPITALISTS

LAURA J. MILLER*

Assistant professor of sociology at Brandeis University, Miller looks at a century of book retailing, as it not-sosmoothly evolved from small independent shops to chain stores that almost dominate the market. Miller looks
at the commercialism debate that is driven by the bookselling industry as books went from being sold in
department stores to the modern Internet. She uses historical data and interviews with customers and ponders
the meaning of retailing and commercialism in America today.
316pp.

ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
THE MAKING OF THE MORGAN
The Morgan Library was built by Charles McKim in 1906 in the heart of New York City. This fully illustrated book
dives into the 100 year transformation from a rarefied domain to a public museum, music venue, and
architectural landmark. A publication on the latest expansion and renovation of the Morgan Library and
museum in 2006. Executed by the architecture firm of Renzo Piano Building Workshop; complete with vivid
photographs and interviews.
138pp., illus.

TALL BUILDING: IMAGINING THE SKYSCRAPER

SCOTT JOHNSON

A look at the skyscraper: an architectural and technological achievement that looms above us carrying with it
the idea of power, dominance, and commerce.
283pp., illus.

BIOGRAPHY
LOUIS D. BRANDEIS
A biography of the life of Louis D. Brandeis, Supreme Court justice.

A MOTHER’S NIGHTMARE

MELVIN I. UROFSKY
955pp., illus.

CATHY CRIMMINS+

Crimmins tells her story of finding out that her healthy twelve-year-old daughter had developed a potentially
fatal autoimmune disease. As a mother quests to save her daughter’s life, she becomes sick with fear and
worries herself. They travel from Philadelphia to the Minnesota Mayo Clinic and back as they undergo the
medical and emotional journey together. Cathy Crimmins is the author of Where is the Mango Princess?175pp.

THE MUSIC ROOM

WILLIAM FIENNES

A memoir of the author’s childhood growing up in a castle full of wonder and history with his family. Fiennes
describes his journey to understand the dark historical home and the struggle with his brother’s epilepsy.
215 pp.

TRUE COMPASS

EDWARD M. KENNEDY

The youngest of the nine children of Joseph P. Kennedy writes a memoir about growing up with such high
expectations, his brothers’ deaths, and his own political agenda.
532pp., illus.

TRAVEL
BELGIUM & LUXEMBOURG

DK EYEWITNESS TRAVEL

HISTORY & POLITICS
THE AGE OF COMFORT

JOAN DEJEAN

DeJean looks at the invention of the sofa in seventeenth century France and how it created both a casual and
comfortable element for the living room and brought forth the first interior designers and visionaries who
created the staples of the modern home.
295pp. illus.

HALF MOON

DOUGLAS HUNTER

Hunter depicts Henry Hudson’s voyage and how it ultimately reshaped the New World and gave birth to the
global capitol of New York City, New York.
329pp., illus.

KISSINGER: 1973, THE CRUCIAL YEAR

ALISTAIR HORNE

Horne delves into the major events that plagued Henry Kissinger’s past as Secretary of State including defeat
in Vietnam, Watergate, and war in the Middle East in his intimate portrait of a man with his eyes on success
struggling to stay afloat amidst scandal and danger.
457pp., illus.

REMEMBER, REMEMBER (THE FIFTH OF NOVEMBER)

JUDY PARKINSON

Everything you’ve ever wanted to know about British history with all the boring bits taken out; from the Roman
invasion to the end of World War II. From the best selling author of I Before E.
192pp., illus.

THE SISTERS WHO WOULD BE QUEEN

LEANDA DE LISLE

The story of the three Grey sisters, victims of the notoriously vicious Tudor power struggles trying to escape
their violent fates in the English aristocracy. Lisle unlocks the truth about Queen Elizabeth’s reign and the
short life of Lady Jane.
350pp., illus.

MISCELLANEOUS
THE AGE OF WONDER

RICHARD HOLMES

How the romantic generation discovered the beauty and terror of science. It is a story of the explorers of
“dynamic science” at the end of the eighteenth century and their astronomical, chemical, poetical, and
philosophical discoveries.
552pp., illus.

BRIGHT-SIDED

BARBARA EHRENREICH+

The author of Nickel and Dimed takes a look at the positive reputation and self-image of America and wonders
if it really is the key to success and prosperity or if it has actually undermined the nation as a whole.
235pp.

RELUCTANT CAPITALISTS

LAURA J. MILLER*

Assistant professor of sociology at Brandeis University, Miller looks at a century of book retailing, as it not-sosmoothly evolved from small independent shops to chain stores that almost dominate the market. Miller looks
at the commercialism debate that is driven by the bookselling industry as books went from being sold in
department stores to the modern internet. She uses historical data and interviews with customers and ponders
the meaning of retailing and commercialism in America today.
316pp.

WHAT THE DOG SAW

MALCOM GLADWELL+

Gladwell investigates and explores the inventor of the birth control pill, kitchen pioneers, a “dog whisperer,” and
other interesting questions. From the extraordinary #1 best selling author of The Tipping Point.
410pp.

FICTION
THE CASEBOOK OF VICTOR FRANKENSTEIN

PETER ACKROYD+

Peter Ackroyd reimagines the classic tale of Victor Frankenstein and Percy Shelley and the bringing to life a
creature of the dead.
353pp.

THE CHILDREN’S BOOK

A.S. BYATT+

A young, runaway boy is found and Olive Wellworth gladly takes him into her home. As she shares with him
the stories of her family, lies are revealed and a damaging truth slowly unfolds. The Wellworth household is
more treacherous and darker than the boy could ever imagine.
675pp.

THE GHOST OF BELFAST

STUART NEVILLE

IRA killer Fegan just got released from a prison in Northern Ireland after doing twelve years time. However, his
victims seem to be haunting him day and night. He must make things right with the spirits while attempting to
begin a new life with a new love.
326pp.

HUSH SESSIONS
A book of poetry by Kristi Maxwell.

LAST NIGHT IN TWISTED RIVER

KRISTI MAXWELL**
62pp.

JOHN IRVING

Set in 1954, a man and his son are hunting in northern New Hampshire. The young boy mistakes a person in
the woods for a bear, and sends the two running for their freedom.
554pp.

LOOK AT THE BIRDIE

KURT VONNEGUT

Fourteen previously unpublished short stories set in post-World War II America, a world of squabbling couples,
high school geniuses, misfit office workers, and small towners adapting to the changing times.
251pp.

THE LOVE CHILDREN

MARILYN FRENCH

A young girl is coming of age in the late 1960s in Cambridge, Massachusetts. While experimenting with sex
and drugs, she tries to make sense of her world, living on her own terms.
327pp.

THE MUSEUM OF INNOCENCE

ORHAN PAMUK

Set in Istanbul in 1975, a son of a wealthy family is set to be married to a woman of the same class. When he
meets a peasant girl of distant relation, he breaks off the wedding and goes on an adventure to pursue love.
535pp.

9 DRAGONS

MICHAEL CONNELLY

When a long-time friend is found murdered, Dectective Bosch follows the case back to the most powerful
crime ring in Hong Kong. Bosch travels to the city to try to outmatch the infamous Hong Kong triad while the
Nine Dragons festival lights up the streets.
374pp.

NOCTURNES

KAZUO ISHIGURO

Five short interconnected stories about four musicians as they try to get through life and make money by doing
what they love.
221pp.

THE SCARPETTA FACTOR

PATRICIA CORNWELL+

Dr. Kay Scarpetta’s visibility is increasing as she’s asked to work pro bono for NYC’s Office of the Chief
Medical Examiner. Soon after the opportunity arises Scarpetta finds her life being threatened. The series of
events finds the doctor knee-deep in conspiracy that includes a famous actor and the disappearance of a
beautiful millionairess.
469pp.

SPOONER

PETE DEXTER

After having lost his father in his early childhood, Warren Spooner must adapt to his new stepfather. Dexter
tells the story of Spooner’s troubled life and his step-father’s consistent attempts to help him, a man he would
never understand.
288pp.

THE SUICIDE RUN

WILLIAM STYRON

Five fiction stories written by the Pulitzer Prize winning author, William Styron, about the Marine Corps during
World War II and the Korean War. It is a collection of works written throughout his career, one of which is
published for the first time.
194pp.

TSIM TSUM

SABRINA ORAH MARK**

A book of prose.

65pp.

THE VINTAGE CAPER

PETER MAYLE

When an extravagant wine cellar is robbed and multimillions of dollars of wine are missing, crime expert and
wine connoisseur Sam Levitt follows the case from Hollywood, Paris, Bordeaux, and Marseille in search of the
stolen treasure. By the author of A Year in Provence.
223pp.

THE WHITE GARDEN

STEPHANIE BARRON

Jo Bellamy is visiting Sissinghurst Castle to study the famous White Garden and to recover from her
grandfather’s death. She makes a shocking discovery of Virginia Woolf’s last diary that holds the truth about
the day the literary icon died.
326pp.

DETECTIVES
THE DARKEST ROOM

JOHAN THEORIN

A young couple inherits a house off the coast of Northern Sweden. As they fix up the old manor and get their
family settled, secrets arise, tragedy strikes, and things start to look unrepairable.
438pp.

EVIDENCE

JONATHAN KELLERMAN

A couple is found murdered, their bodies embracing each other in an unfinished mansion in Los Angeles. Only
homicide cop Milo Surgis and psychologist Alex Delaware can attempt to solve the case as suspects multiply
and blackmail, conspiracy, and vendetta surface.
355pp.

IN THE SHADOW OF GOTHAM

STEFANIE PINTOFF

Detective Simon Ziele relocates to a quiet country town only to find a murdered girl and a deranged killer with a
new target.
385pp.

MIDNIGHT FUGUE

REGINALD HILL

Superintendent Dalziel is called to help search for the missing husband of Gina Wolfe. Meanwhile, a secretary
believes she might have information on her boss’ father that could taint some serious reputation. Dalziel and
Pascoe have to learn how much difference one day makes when they come across awkward secrets and a
little family violence.
362pp.

THE MONSTER IN THE BOX

RUTH RENDELL

Inspector Wexford goes back to his early police days to catch the man he suspects to be a serial killer in the
town of Kingsmarkham.
287pp.

MURDER ON A MIDSUMMER NIGHT

KERRY GREENWOOD

Phryne Fisher has been engaged to find out if a model’s son died by means of foul play while simultaneously
searching for the long lost child of a rich old woman. Eerie leads bring Fisher face to face with a spirit guide,
pirate treasure maps, and even ghosts.
257pp.

NECESSARY AS BLOOD

DEBORAH CROMBIE+

In London’s east end where Jack the Ripper once haunted, a young woman disappears and her husband is
found murdered. The investigators must solve the case and catch the killer before he gets what he really
wants, the young couple’s daughter.
378pp.

NOX DORMIENDA

KELLI STANLEY

In 83 AD, a spy in Britannia is murdered and the governor is looking guilty. It is up to the governor’s friend
Arctoros to unravel the truth and save the country from a civil war.
319pp.

THE PROFESSIONAL

ROBERT B. PARKER+

Private investigator Spenser finds himself a new case where an investigation into a blackmailing love affair
turns into murder, and what seems to be about money might have deeper intention.
289pp.

13 ½

NEVADA BARR

Polly Deschamps is a respected professor and beloved mother of two. Life is safe and good until history starts
repeating it self. Child killer “Butcher Boy” was released from prison and New Orleans faces evil from the past.
311pp.

TRUE BLUE

DAVID BALDACCI+

After two years in prison, a wrongfully accused cop is determined to become a police officer again, a feat that
proves not to be easy. As she goes to investigate a routine homicide, strange secrets are unlocked about the
nation’s capitol. It is written by the #1 New York Times best selling author.
456pp.

AUDIO BOOKS
206 BONES

KATHY REICHS

When Temperance Brennan finds herself bound hands to feet, in a dark enclosed space, she only has so
much time to put together who did this and why.
10 CDs/ 10hrs
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When you have selected the books that you would like to receive, you may let us know
your selections by email or telephone:
Email: jilly@philaathenaeum.org.
Telephone: (215) 925-2688
Alternately, you may print out this list, check the items that you would like and send it by
mail or fax:
Fax: (215) 925-3755
Mail: Jill LeMin Lee
Circulation Librarian
Athenaeum of Philadelphia
219 S. Sixth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Indicate how many books you wish to receive at a time, up to three, and the interval at
which you would like to receive them. A reserve list will then be established for you.
Please understand that some of the books are very popular and there may be a wait. You
will receive your books in a padded mailer. Please open the bag carefully so that it can be
reused. There will be a return mailing label in the book pocket in the back of the books.
The loan period is three weeks. When you are ready to return them, place them in the
mailer, cover the mailing label on the bag with the return label, seal the bag with staples or
heavy tape and put on the same amount of postage. Take the bag to the post office and
tell the clerk that the bag is to be mailed "library rate." We invite all stockholders to take
advantage of this wonderful service, if you do not already do so.
Picking up Books at the Library
Stockholders are always welcome to pick up their books at the library. If you wish to be
notified when a book is waiting, please let us know, and provide us with an email address
(or alternately, a telephone number where there is an answering machine), and we can
alert you when a book is waiting for you. If you are pressed for time, you may request that

a book be left for you at the front desk.
ATHENÆUM BOOKSHELF
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